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Geography and History at St Margaret Clitherow 

Geography and History are taught within a part of a wider topic within each class.  Some topics have a heavier 

geography or history weighting than others, but throughout the year all aspects of the national curriculum are 

covered. 

Class  Topics 

Class R (Reception) - changing every 

half term. 

‘Ourselves’, ‘Celebrations’, ‘Into the Woods’, ‘New Life’, 

‘Beside the Sea’ 

Class One (Year One) – changing 

every half term. 

‘Buildings’, ‘The Great Outdoors’, ‘Holidays’, ‘Famous 

People’, ‘Dragons’, ‘Families and Neighbours’ 

Class Two (Year Two) – changing 

every term. 

‘India’, ‘Journeys’, ‘Weather’ 

Class Three (Year Three) – changing 

every term. 

‘Stone Age Life’, ‘The Sea’, ‘Our Changing World’ 

Class Four (Year Four/Five) – 

changing every term and part of a 

rolling programme. 

‘Ancient Greece’, ‘Invaders’, ‘Africa’, ‘Weather’, ‘Rivers’ 

Class Five (Year Five/Six) – changing 

every term and part of a rolling 

programme. 

‘Aztec’, ‘Ancient Egypt’, ‘Britain since 1930s’, ‘Mountains’, 

‘Physical and Political World Geography’ 

 

Key Stage One – History 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Chronological understanding 

1. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Place events and objects in chronological order 

b. Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (for example, before, after, a long time ago, 

past). 

 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

2. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result 

b. Identify differences between ways of life at different times. 

 

Historical interpretation 

3. Pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

 

Historical enquiry 

4. Pupils should be taught: 

a. How to find out about the past from a range of sources of information (for example, stories, eye-witness 

accounts, pictures and photographs, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites, the 

use of ICT-based sources) 

b. To ask and answer questions about the past. 

 

Organisation and Communication 

5. Pupils should be taught to select from their knowledge of history and communicate it in a variety of ways 

(for example, talking, writing, using ICT). 
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Key Stage Two – History 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Chronological understanding 

1. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Place events, people and changes into correct periods of time 

b. Use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and 

decade. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

2. Pupils should be taught: 

a. About characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children in the past 

b. About the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the wider 

world 

c. To identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the periods 

studied 

d. To describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the different 

periods and societies studied. 

 

Historical interpretation 

3. Pupils should be taught to recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to 

give reasons for this. 

 

Historical enquiry 

4. Pupils should be taught: 

a. How to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of sources of 

information, including ICT-based sources (for example, documents, printed sources, CD-ROMS, databases, 

pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites)  

b. To ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the enquiry. 

 

Organisation and communication 

5. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Recall, select and organise historical information 

b. Use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied 

c. Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways (for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT). 

 

 

Key Stage One – Geography 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Geographical enquiry and skills 

1. In undertaking geographical enquiry, pupils should be taught to: 

a. Ask geographical questions [for example, 'What is it like to live in this place?'] 

b. Observe and record [for example, identify buildings in the street and complete a chart] 

c. Express their own views about people, places and environments [for example, about litter in the school] 

d. Communicate in different ways [for example, in pictures, speech, writing]. 

 

2. In developing geographical skills, pupils should be taught to: 

a. Use geographical vocabulary [for example, hill, river, motorway, near, far, north, south] 

b. Use fieldwork skills [for example, recording information on a school plan or local area map] 

c. Use globes, maps and plans at a range of scales [for example, following a route on a map] 
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d. Use secondary sources of information [for example, CD-ROMs, pictures, photographs, stories, information 

texts, videos, artefacts] 

e. Make maps and plans [for example, a pictorial map of a place in a story]. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of places 

3. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Identify and describe what places are like [for example, in terms of landscape, jobs, weather] 

b. Identify and describe where places are [for example, position on a map, whether they are on a river] 

c. Recognise how places have become the way they are and how they are changing [for example, the quality of 

the environment in a street] 

d. Recognise how places compare with other places [for example, compare the local area with places elsewhere 

in the United Kingdom] 

e. Recognise how places are linked to other places in the world [for example, food from other countries]. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes 

4. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Make observations about where things are located [for example, a pedestrian crossing near school gates] and 

about other features in the environment [for example, seasonal changes in weather] 

b. Recognise changes in physical and human features [for example, heavy rain flooding fields]. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development 

5. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Recognise changes in the environment [for example, traffic pollution in a street] 

b. Recognise proved and sustained [for example, by restricting the number of cars]. 

 

Key Stage Two – Geography 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Geographical enquiry and skills 

1. In undertaking geographical enquiry, pupils should be taught to: 

a. Ask geographical questions [for example, 'What is this landscape like?', 'What do I think about it?'] 

b. Collect and record evidence [for example, by carrying out a survey of shop functions and showing them on a 

graph] 

c. Analyse evidence and draw conclusions [for example, by comparing population data for two localities] 

d. Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical geographical issues 

[for example, views about plans to build a hotel in an overseas locality] 

e. Communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience [for example, by writing to a newspaper about a 

local issue, using email to exchange information about the locality with another school]. 

 

2. In developing geographical skills, pupils should be taught: 

a. To use appropriate geographical vocabulary [for example, temperature, transport, industry] 

b. To use appropriate fieldwork techniques [for example, labelled field sketches] and instruments [for example, 

a rain gauge, a camera] 

c. To use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales [for example, using contents, keys, grids] 

d. To use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs [for example, stories, information 

texts, the internet, satellite images, photographs, videos] 

e. To draw plans and maps at a range of scales [for example, a sketch map of a locality] 

f. To use ICT to help in geographical investigations [for example, creating a data file to analyse fieldwork data] 

g. Decision-making skills [for example, deciding what measures are needed to improve safety in a local street]. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of places 

3. Pupils should be taught: 

a. To identify and describe what places are like [for example, in terms of weather, jobs] 
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b. The location of places and environments they study and other significant places and environments [for 

example, places and environments in the news] 

c. To describe where places are [for example, in which region/country the places are, whether they are near 

rivers or hills, what the nearest towns or cities are] 

d. To explain why places are like they are [for example, in terms of weather conditions, local resources, 

historical development] 

e. To identify how and why places change [for example, through the closure of shops or building of new houses, 

through conservation projects] and how they may change in the future [for example, through an increase in 

traffic or an influx of tourists] 

f. To describe and explain how and why places are similar to and different from other places in the same 

country and elsewhere in the world [for example, comparing a village with a part of a city in the same country] 

g. To recognise how places fit within a wider geographical context [for example, as part of a bigger region or 

country] and are interdependent [for example, through the supply of goods, movements of people]. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes 

4. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Recognise and explain patterns made by individual physical and human features in the environment [for 

example, where frost forms in the playground, the distribution of hotels along a seafront] 

b. Recognise some physical and human processes [for example, river erosion, a factory closure] and explain how 

these can cause changes in places and environments. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development 

5. Pupils should be taught to: 

a. Recognise how people can improve the environment [for example, by reclaiming derelict land] or damage it 

[for example, by polluting a river], and how decisions about places and environments affect the future quality of 

people's lives 

b. Recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainably, and to identify opportunities 

for their own involvement [for example, taking part in a local conservation project]. 


