
2014 National Curriculum Primary Foreign Languages 

 
Introduction 
 
The study of a Foreign Language(s) became a statutory subject for children in 
KS2 from 2014. As a school we have elected to primarily study French, 
although the children are also given the opportunity to work alongside both 
German and Spanish teaching students at various times during their school 
life. We are also fortunate amongst the staff and parents to have speakers of 
a number of other European languages including Russian, Italian, Slovakian 
and Latvian, and we take the opportunity whenever possible to introduce the 
children to these additional spoken languages. 
Languages for KS1 are non statutory, but we do introduce the children right 
from Reception to basic greetings, songs and simple phrases in a variety of 
different languages. This helps to reinforce their phonics work in English, and 
to build an interest, excitement and passion for the sound and structure of a 
range of languages as they progress through life. 
 

Purpose of study  
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an 
opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster 
pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching 
should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language 
and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. 
It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original 
language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning 
further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. 
 

Aims 
 The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:   
 
[]understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  
[] speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and 
asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation  
[] can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt  
[] discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied 

 
Attainment targets 
 By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and 
understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant 
programme of study. 



 

Subject content 
 
 Key stage (1 and) 2: Foreign language  
 
Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus 
on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language (French). 
The teaching should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written 
language and should lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching 
at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, 
facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine 
matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and 
vocabulary. 
 
 The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication.  
 
Pupils should be taught to:  
 
[] listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding 
 
[]  explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 
and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
 
[] engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help  
 
[] speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 
 
[]  develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  
 
[] present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
 
[]  read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple 
writing 
 
[]  appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
 
[]  broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary 
[]  write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly 
 
[]  describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 
 
[] understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 



conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these 
differ from or are similar to English. 
 
 
 
EYFS and KS1 (2014/15) 
 

      Term                                      Reception 
Autumn Exploring languages from around the world – exploring different ways 

of saying ‘Hello’ 
Names for parts of the body in Spanish 

Spring Answering the register in a variety of different languages 

Summer Answering the register in a variety of different languages 
Counting to 5 in different languages including French and Spanish 

 
 
    Term                                         Year 1 
Autumn Answering the register in a range of different languages 
Spring Answering the register in a language of the child’s choice. 

Topic on Italy including the geography, food and language 
Summer Chinese calligraphy; greetings in Chinese. 

Italian – building on work from spring term. Greetings; my name is….; 
numbers 1-10. 

 
 
     Term                                        Year 2 
Autumn Answering the register in a language of the child’s choice. 

‘Jacques dit’ (Simon Says) 
Ecoutez, regardez song to tune of Frere Jacques. 
Introducing yourself – Bonjour, je m’appelle …….. 
Festivlas and celebrations - Christmas 

Spring Answering the register in a language of the child’s choice. 
Building on work from Autumn term – asking another person’s name; 
Comment tu t’appelles? 
Colours 
All about Me 
Easter 

Summer Answering the register in a language of the child’s choice. 
Making introductions in French: How are you? ( Comment savat?) 
Colours 
Simple songs – Head, shoulders, knees and toes 
French games – skipping, boules 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 2 (2014/15) 
 
    Term                                       Year 3 
Autumn French alphabet a-g 

Revision of introducing self and widening range of French Greetings 
Describing people and using gestures.   
Describing animals and pets.  

Spring Alphabet h-n 
Spanish: simple greetings and farewells, numbers 1-20, colours, 
animals and food 
Role play and interactive games to explore the Spanish language, 
creating a portfolio en route (2014/15) 

Summer Alphabet o-z; revision of whole alphabet. 
Sea animals, animals, food, numbers to 50 
Revision of basic greetings and simple French conversation.  

 
 
    Term                                       Year  4 
Autumn Numbers up to 50 - revision 

Classroom language and instruction. 
Months of the Year 
Birthdays 

Spring Revision of numbers 
Talking about the weather 
Clothes for winter (en hiver) 
Personality traits and links to other adjectives 

Summer Clothes for summer (en ete) 
Personality – conversation and writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
      Term                                          Year  5     (Year 4/5 or Year 5/6) 
Autumn Numbers up to 50 - revision 

Classroom language and instruction. 
Months of the Year 
Birthdays 

Spring Revision of numbers 
Talking about the weather 
Clothes for winter (en hiver) 
Personality traits and links to other adjectives 

Summer Improving French conversation 
Revision of French alphabet 
Basic French grammar 

 
 
        Term                                            Year 6 
Autumn Consolidation of pets, colours and numbers 



‘Londres’ – London topic – linked to Dickens ‘Tale of Two Cities’ 
Spring Further consolidation ( including reading and writing) of weather, food 

and family 
Annecy and the Alps – linked to Geography topic 

Summer ‘Paris’ topic – Paris landmarks; People who influenced and changed 
Paris over time. 
The Paris Exposition 
Famous Parisian fashion designers 
Paris in the 1960’s and 1970’s 
The children will be working to improve their spoken French using 
everyday phrases. (French conversation) 

 


