
English Curriculum  
All year group curriculums involve elements of ‘learning by heart’ including poems and stories. 

Each year group will also explore spoken language in their class, using speaking/listening skills, drama and role play. 

Reception 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Revision of Phase 1 Phonics 

Introduction to Phase 2 Phonics 

Non-fiction: Names, labels & captions 

(Links to Ourselves topic) 
- Writing our own names 

Stories from a familiar setting 

-make comparison to experience 

Story telling skills 

- Make links from story knowledge 

- Use objects, pictures and role play 

to create stories 

Fiction: Traditional tales 

(links to Celebrations topic) 

Learning a story by heart 

- Explore different story starters 

- Introduce story telling actions 

- Looking at characters (good/bad) 

Poetry: Shape and seasonal poems 

 

 
- Formation of letters/handwriting 

Phase 2 and 3 phonics 

 

Non-fiction: Information texts 

 

Fiction: Stories including settings/ 

fantasy (Topic links e.g. dinosaurs) 

 

Poetry 

 

Non-fiction: Letter writing 

 

Non-fiction: Explanations 

 

Fiction: Stories structures -

beginning/middle/end 

(Links to New life topic) 

 
 

 

 
- Formation of letters/handwriting 

- Writing simple words or phrases 

- Common and tricky words 

Revision of Phase 2 and 3 phonics 

Phase 4 phonics 

Non-fiction: Instructions 

- Using photos and words to follow and 

create instructions 

 

Fiction: Making comparisons between 

stories 

 

Lists and recipes 

- explore the structure of lists 

- explore, follow and create some 

recipes 

Invitations 
 

Fiction: Traditional/Fairy tales 
 

Poetry: silly poems and group 

performance poems 

- exploring language 
-Formation of letters/handwriting 

- Writing simple words, phrases and sentences 

- Punctuation and capital letters 



Class One 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Phase 4/5 phonics 

Fiction: Stories in familiar settings 

 

Non-Fiction: Labels, lists, signs & 

posters 

 

Songs and repetitive poems 

 

Fiction: Stories involving fantasy 

 

Non-Fiction: Information texts 

 

Poems about animals 
 

 

 

This Term Year One will be:  
- Writing, leaving spaces between words 

-  beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital 

letter and a full stop, a question or exclamation 

mark. 

- Using capital letters for names of people, places 

and days of the week. 
-using grammatical terminology 

 

 

 

Phase 5 phonics 

Fiction: Traditional Tales from 

different cultures 

 

Non-Fiction: Instructions 

 

Playing with language 

 

Fiction: Stories involving fantasy 

 

Recounts 

 

The Senses 
 

 

 

This Term Year One will be:  
- Beginning to use capital letters from proper 

names, including people, places and days of the 

week. 

- Beginning to punctuate sentences using a 

capital letter at the start and a full stop, a 

question or exclamation mark at the end.   
- Writing, leaving spaces between words; 

forming lowercase letters correctly.  
- Beginning to use past tense and to 

differentiate it from present tense  

Phase 5 phonics 

Fiction: Fairy stories 

 

Non-Fiction: Letters 

 

Poems on a theme: The Sea 

 

Classic contemporary fiction 

 

Non-fiction: Information texts 

 

Traditional poems: A.A. Milne 
 

 

 

 

This Term Year One will be:  

- Beginning to punctuate sentences using a 

capital letter and a full stop, a question or 

exclamation mark 
- Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’ 
- Uusing a capital letter for names, days of the 

week and for ‘I’ 
- leaving spaces between words 

 

 

 



This Term Year Two will be:  

- Learning how to use punctuation correctly, 

including capital letters, full stops, question 

or exclamation marks;  
- learning how to use sentences with 

different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command  
- using conjunctions (and, or, but) to join 

simple sentences 
- using grammatical terminology 

 
 

This Term Year Two will be:  
- Learning how to use punctuation 

correctly, including capital letters, full 

stops, question or exclamation marks. 

- Conjunctions (and, or, but) to join 

simple sentences; subordination:  using 

a variety of conjunctions to create 

subordinate clauses 
- learning how to use sentences with 

different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command; use 

grammatical terminology 
- Using expanded noun phrases to 

describe and specify, e.g. adjectives to 

describe nouns 
- beginning to use present and past 

tenses correctl 

This Term Year Two will be:  

- Learning how to use punctuation correctly, 

including capital letters, full stops, question or 

exclamation marks. 
- Using present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently. 
- Using apostrophes for contracted forms;  
- Learning how to use sentences with different 

forms: statement, question, exclamation, 

command;  
- Using subordination and co-ordination, writing 

sentences with more than one clause; 
- Using some features of standard written 

English;  
- Using commas for lists 
- Using expanded noun phrases to describe and 

specify, e.g. adjectives to describe nouns;  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Two 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Fiction: Stories in familiar settings  

 

Non-Fiction: Information Texts 

 

A study of a poet – Zephaniah 

Classic poems 

 

Fiction: Traditional Tales 

 

Non- Fiction Letters  

 

This Term Year Two will be:  
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and 

specify 

- Use subordination (using when, if, that, or 

because) and co-ordination (using or, and, 

or but) 

- Learn how to use and understand the 

grammar for year 2  

- Use familiar and new punctuation correctly: 

full stops, capital letters, exclamation 

marks and questions marks 

- Use sentences that have different forms: 

statement, question and exclamation 

- Use the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently 

- Use and understand the grammatical 

terminology in English  

Fiction: Books by the Same Illustrator 

 

Fiction: Stories with an element of 

fantasy 

 

Non-fiction : Non-chronological reports 

 

Non-fiction : Recounts 

 

Poetry : Poems by the same writer 

 

This Term Year Two will be:  
- Learning how to use punctuation 

correctly, including capital letters, full 

stops, question or exclamation marks. 

- Conjunctions (and, or, but) to join simple 

sentences; subordination:  using a 

variety of conjunctions to create 

subordinate clauses 
- Learning how to use sentences with 

different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command; use grammatical 

terminology 
- Using expanded noun phrases to 

describe and specify, e.g. adjectives to 

describe nouns 
- beginning to use present and past tenses 

correctly 

Persuasive writing 

 

Traditional poems 

 

Plays and Dialogues 

 

Adventure Stories 

 

Non-chronological reports 

 

Shape poems: Playing with form 

 

This Term Year Two will be:  

- Learning how to use punctuation correctly, 

including capital letters, full stops, question 

or exclamation marks. 
- Using present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently. 
- Using apostrophes for contracted forms;  
- Learning how to use sentences with different 

forms: statement, question, exclamation, 

command;  
- Using subordination and co-ordination, writing 

sentences with more than one clause; 
- Using commas for lists 
- Using expanded noun phrases to describe and 

specify, e.g. adjectives to describe nouns;  



This Term Year Three will be:  
- Use and punctuate direct speech 

- Use extend the range of sentences with 

more than one clause by using a wider range 

of conjunctions, including when, if, because, 

although 

-  Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 

- Use a wider range of conjunctions 

-  Use and punctuate direct speech 

- Use adverbs and fronted adverbials 

- Use present perfect forms of verbs. 

- Extend sentences with more than one 

clause using conjunctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Term Year Three will be:  
- Using powerful verbs/ beginning to 

recognise the concept of a verb.  

- Using adverbs and adverbials 

(prepositional phrases which act as 

adverbs); 

-  Understanding that writing can be 3rd 

or 1st person; using and punctuating 

direct speech 

- Creating complex sentences; using 

commas after or before phrases and 

clauses; using and punctuating direct 

speech 

- Introducing the idea of tense in verbs; 

using prepositions to express time or 

place; writing sentences with more than 

one clause using a wider range of 

connectives 

- Introducing the idea of tense in verbs; 

using pronouns for cohesion and to avoid 

repetition and ambiguity. 

- Using possessive apostrophe with 

singular and plural nouns 

This Term Year Three will be:  

- Understanding and using adverbs; using and 

punctuating direct speech; using powerful 

verbs. 
- Using and understanding grammatical 

terminology 
- Extending sentences using adverbials and 

fronted adverbials 
- Using commas to separate fronted adverbials; 

using and punctuating direct speech 
- Using a wide range of connectives to create 

sentences with more than one clause 
- Using the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause;  
- Using pronouns to avoid repetition or 

ambiguity and to add clarity and cohesion 
- Using possessive apostrophe with 

singular/plural nouns;  
- Using a wide range of conjunctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Three 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Fiction: Stories by the same author 

 

Non-Fiction: Instructions and explanations 

 

Creating images 

 

Fiction: Stories from other cultures 

 

Non-Fiction: Information texts 

 

Humorous poems 

 

Letters 

 

This Term Year Four will be:  

- Extending the range of sentences with 

more than one clause by using a wider range 

of conjunctions; using conjunctions, adverbs 

and prepositions to express time and cause 
-  Using and punctuating direct speech 
- Using grammatical terminology specifically 

by beginning to recognise the concept of a 

verb and by choosing and using powerful 

verbs. 
- Understanding that writing can be first or 

third person; using and understanding 

grammatical terminology   
- Understanding and using adverbials and 

Fiction: Myths and legends 

 

Non-Fiction: Recounts 

 

Traditional poems 

 

Fiction: Stories about imaginary worlds 

 

Non-Fiction: Non-chronological reports 

 

Performance poems 

 

 

This Term Year Four will be:  

- Using powerful verbs/ beginning to 

recognise the concept of a verb; 

understanding that writing can be 3rd 

or 1st person; using and punctuating 

direct speech 
- Using adverbs and adverbials 

(prepositional phrases which act as 

adverbs); creating complex sentences;  
- Introducing the idea of tense in verbs; 

using prepositions to express time or 

place;  
- Writing sentences with more than one 

clause using a wider range of 

connectives 

Fiction: Adventure Stories 

 

Non-Fiction: Persuasive writing 

 

Traditional poems 

 

Fiction: Plays and Dialogues 

 

Non-Fiction: Non-chronological reports 

 

Shape poems: Playing with form 

 

 

This Term Year Four will be:  

- Extending sentences using adverbials and 

fronted adverbials; using commas to separate 

fronted adverbials; using powerful verbs;  
- Using and punctuating direct speech. 
- Using a wide range of connectives to create 

sentences with more than one clause 
- Using commas after or before phrases and 

clauses 
- Using grammatical terminology correctly and 

with confidence 
- Using the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause 
- Using pronouns to avoid repetition or ambiguity 



fronted adverbials 
- Nouns and prepositional phrases; using 

prepositions to express time, place and 

cause 
 

 

 

 

- Using pronouns for cohesion and to 

avoid repetition and ambiguity; using 

dialogue punctuation 
- Using conjunctions to express time or 

cause; 
-  Using possessive apostrophe with 

singular and plural nouns 
 

and to add clarity and cohesion 
- Using possessive apostrophe with 

singular/plural nouns. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Four 

Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

Fiction: Classic fiction and authors 

 

Non-Fiction: Recounts 

 

Slam Poetry 

 

Fiction: Biographies and autobiographies 

 

Non-Fiction: Instructions and 

Explanations 

 

Classic poems 

 

This Term Year Five and Six will be:  

- Using a range of conjunctions to create 

compound and complex sentences; using 

relative clauses;  using commas correctly, 

including to clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity 

and to indicate parenthesis; using correct 

punctuation to indicate speech 
- using adverbials of time, space and number; 

using commas correctly, including to clarify 

meaning, avoid ambiguity and to indicate 

parenthesis; using expanded noun phrases 

to convey complicated information concisely 
- Recognising vocabulary and structures 

appropriate for formal and written speech, 

Fiction: Genre fiction 

 

Non-Fiction: Argument and debate 

 

Classic narrative and oral poetry 

 

Fiction: Drama (Shakespeare) 

 

Non-Fiction: Reports and 

Journalistic Writing 

 

Poetic Style 

 

This Term Year Five and Six will be:  

- Adverbials of time, place and number; 

using elaborated language of 

description, including expanded noun 

phrases, adjectives, adverbials and a 

variety of subordinate clauses, 

including relative clauses; using semi-

colons to mark boundary between 

independent clauses. 
- Dialogue, direct/indirect speech 

punctuation, reported speech; using of 

passive form to present information; 

using semi-colons and dashes to mark 

boundaries between independent 

Fiction: Classic novels 

 

Non-Fiction: Persuasive writing 

 

Debate poetry and poetry that tells a 

story 

 

Fiction: science fiction 

 

Non-Fiction: Non-chronological Reports 

 

Power of Imagery 

 

This Term Year Five and Six will be:  

- Writing complex and compound sentences; 

using elaborated language of description, 

including expanded noun phrases, adjectives, 

adverbials and, particularly, relative clauses; 

using accurate sentence and speech 

punctuation 
- Understanding and using modal verbs in 

persuasive writing; using apostrophes 

correctly; using correct sentence punctuation 
- Using elaborated descriptive language; using 

expanded noun phrases; using and 

understanding grammatical terminology 
- Using dialogue, recognise differences between 



and the differences between this and 

spoken speech, including the use of 

contractions; using correct punctuation to 

indicate speech 
- Using brackets, dashes and commas to 

indicate parenthesis; using semi-colons, 

colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between main causes; using colons to 

introduce lists; punctuating bullet points 

consistently 
- Using and choosing descriptive language; 

adjectives, adverbs and powerful nouns and 

verbs; using expanded noun phrases to 

convey complicated information concisely; 

using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
 

 

 

clauses; using commas to clarify 

meaning 
- Using commas to clarify meaning; using 

elaborated language of description, 

including expanded noun phrases, 

adjectives, adverbial and a variety of 

subordinate clauses, including relative 

clauses.  
- Using dialogue, differences between 

spoken and written speech, 

punctuating to indicate direct speech; 

formal and informal speech and 

writing, using subjunctive forms; using 

commas to clarify meaning 
- Dialogue, direct/indirect speech 

punctuation, reported speech; using of 

passive form to present information; 

using semi-colons and dashes to mark 

boundaries between independent 

clauses; using commas to clarify 

meaning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

spoken and written speech; using speech 

punctuation to indicate direct speech; 

understanding and using modal verbs 
- Beginning to understand the use of active and 

passive verbs, especially the use of the passive 

form in reports; recognising and using a past 

participle; using semi-colons, colons and dashes 

appropriately in reports; using bullet points in 

reports. 

- Using fronted adverbials and non-finite verbs 

to start a sentence; using commas after 

fronted adverbials; using elaborated 

description, including adjectives and adverbs, 

and subordinate clauses 



Year 1 Spelling expectations: 

- The sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ 

spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck 

- The /ŋ/ sound spelt n before k 

- Division of words into syllables 

- -tch 

- The /v/ sound at the end of words  

- Adding s and es to words (plural of 

nouns and the third person singular 

of verbs) 

- Adding the endings – ing, –ed and –er 

to verbs where no change is needed 

to the root word 

- Adding –er and –est to adjectives 

where no change is needed to the 

root word 

- Words ending –y (/i:/ or /ɪ/) 

- New consonant spellings ph and wh 

- Using k for the /k/ sound 

- Adding the prefix – un 

- Compound words and common 

exception words 

Year 2 Spelling expectations: 

- The /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and 

dge at the end of words, and 

sometimes spelt as g elsewhere 

in words before e, i and y e.g. –

dge 

- The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i 

and y 

- The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less 

often) gn at the beginning of 

words 

- The /r/ sound spelt wr at the 

beginning of words 

- The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at 

the end of words 

- The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el at 

the end of words 

- The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at 

the end of words 

- Words ending –il 

- The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the 

end of words 

- Adding –es to nouns and verbs 

ending in –y 

- Adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to 

a root word ending in –y with a 

consonant before it 

- Adding the endings –ing, –ed, –er, –est 

and –y to words ending in –e with a 

consonant before it 

- Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to 

words of one syllable ending in a single 

consonant letter after a single vowel 

letter 

- The /ɔ:/ (or) sound spelt a before l and 

ll 

- The /ʌ/ (u) sound spelt o 

- The /i:/ sound spelt –ey (plural-s) 

- The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and qu 

(want) 

- The /ɜ:/ (ur) sound spelt or after w 

(work) 

- The /ɔ:/ (or) sound spelt ar after w 

(warm) 

- The /ʒ/ sound spelt s (treasure) 

- The suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful , –less 

and –ly 

- Contractions 

- The possessive apostrophe (singular 

nouns) 

- Words ending in –tion 

- Homophones and near homophones 

- Common exception words 



Year 3-4 Spelling expectations: 

Revise year 1 and 2 as well as 
- Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 

letters to words of more than one 

syllable 

- The /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at 

the end of words 

- The /ʌ/ (u) sound spelt ou (young) 

- More prefixes-  (in- dis- mis- un-) l 

words (il- e.g. illegal) m/p words (im- 

e.g. impatient) 

- The suffix –ation 

- The suffix –ly 

- Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ 

(zure) e.g. treasure or /tʃə/ (ture) 

- Endings which sound like /ʒən/ (-tion) 

- The suffix –ous 

- Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –

tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian 

- Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 

(Greek in origin) 

- Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch 

(mostly French in origin) 

- Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt 

–gue and the /k/ sound spelt –que 

(French in origin) 

- Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 

(Latin in origin) 

 

- Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, 

eigh, or ey 

- Possessive apostrophe with plural 

words e.g. children’s/girls’ 

- Homophones and nearhomophones 

e.g. meat/meet, except/accept 

- Teachers should continue to 

emphasise to pupils the 

relationships between sounds and 

letters, even when the 

relationships are unusual. Once 

root words are learnt in this way, 

longer words can be spelt 

correctly, if the rules and guidance 

for adding prefixes and suffixes 

are also known. Examples: 

business: once busy is learnt, with 

due attention to the unusual 

spelling of the /i/ sound as ‘u’, 

business can then be spelt as busy 

+ ness, with the y of busy changed 

to i according to the rule.  
- disappear: the root word appear 

contains sounds which can be spelt 

in more than one way so it needs to 

be learnt, but the prefix dis– is 

then simply added to appear. 

 

- Understanding the relationships 

between words can also help with 

spelling.                                               

Examples:                                            

♣ bicycle is cycle (from the Greek for 

wheel) with bi– (meaning ‘two’) before 

it.                                                             

♣ medicine is related to medical so the 

/s/ sound is spelt as c.                              

♣ opposite is related to oppose, so the 

schwa sound in opposite is spelt as o. 
 

Word list 

accident(ally) actual(ly) address answer appear arrive 

believe bicycle breath breathe build busy/business 

calendar caught centre century certain circle complete 

consider continue decide describe different difficult 

disappear early earth eight/eighth enough exercise 

experience experiment extreme famous favourite 

February forward(s) fruit grammar group guard guide 

heard heart height history imagine increase important 

interest island knowledge learn length library material 

medicine mention minute natural naughty notice 

occasion(ally) often opposite ordinary particular 

peculiar perhaps popular position possess(ion) possible 

potatoes pressure probably promise purpose quarter 

question recent regular reign remember sentence 

separate special straight strange strength suppose 

surprise therefore though/although thought through 

various weight woman/women 



Year 5-6 Spelling expectations: 

- Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt 

–cious or – tious 

- Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ -cial 

- Words ending in – ant, –ance/–ancy, 

–ent, –ence/–ency 

- Words ending in – able and –ible 

Words ending in – ably and –ibly 

- Adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words ending in – 

fer 

- Use of the hyphen 

- Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 

after c 

- Words containing the letter-string 

ough 

- Words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. 

letters whose presence cannot be 

predicted from the pronunciation of 

the word) 

- Homophones and other words that 

are often confused for example 

advice/advise device/devise 

licence/license practice/practise 

prophecy/prophesy father/farther 

guessed/guest  heard/herd 

led: past tense of the verb lead  

lead: present tense of that verb, or else 

the metal which is very heavy (as heavy as 

lead)  

morning: before noon  

mourning: grieving for someone who’s died  

past: noun or adjective referring to a 

previous time (e.g. In the past) or 

preposition or adverb showing place (e.g. 

he walked past me) 

passed: past tense of the verb ‘pass’ (e.g. 

I passed him in the road)  

precede: go in front of or before                 

proceed: go on 

principal: adjective – most important (e.g. 

principal ballerina) noun – important 

person (e.g. principal of a college)  

principle: basic truth or belief  

profit: money that is made in selling 

things prophet: someone who foretells the 

future  

stationary: not moving 

stationery: paper, envelopes etc.  

steal: take something that does not 

belong to you  

steel: metal wary: cautious weary: tired  

who’s: contraction of who is or who has  

whose: belonging to someone (e.g. Whose 

jacket is that?) 

Year 5/6 spelling word list 

accommodate accompany according achieve 

aggressive amateur ancient apparent 

appreciate attached available average 

awkward bargain bruise category cemetery 

committee communicate community 

competition conscience* conscious* 

controversy convenience correspond criticise 

(critic + ise) curiosity definite desperate 

determined develop dictionary disastrous 

embarrass environment equip (–ped, –ment) 

especially exaggerate excellent existence 

explanation familiar foreign forty frequently 

government guarantee harass hindrance 

identity immediate(ly) individual interfere 

interrupt language leisure lightning marvellous 

mischievous muscle necessary neighbour 

nuisance occupy occur opportunity parliament 

persuade physical prejudice privilege 

profession programme pronunciation queue 

recognise recommend relevant restaurant 

rhyme rhythm sacrifice secretary shoulder 

signature sincere(ly) soldier stomach 

sufficient suggest symbol system 

temperature thorough twelfth variety 

vegetable vehicle yacht 



 


