St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week you would have received a letter inviting you to book a
parent/carer consultation meeting. This is an important meeting and we
would be grateful if you could respond with a convenient time as soon as
possible.
Also this week our children heard Jesus tell us about Heaven using a parable
about invited guests who choose not to accept the invitation. Through a
short animation, ‘The Invitation’, children were invited to respond to God’s
invitation by finding ordinary ways to live a loving life. They were reminded
that God only wants good things for us and He has sent a personal invitation to each one of us!
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry
In order for our school to take the most prompt action to safeguard pupils,
staff and the wider school community we are asking that you contact us directly
if your child has a positive Covid19 test result. On confirmation of a positive
test outcome, there may be many people that contact you to gain information to
help with the track and trace process. These conversations are really important
to establish all contacts. Whilst these conversations are happening, it is also
important that we have this information to be able to undertake our own track
and trace process and work with our local authority and public health colleagues
to take any necessary action that might be needed in the school.
As per previous information, please inform the school via phone or admin email during the school
day, and direct to class teachers if outside of school hours. We will endeavour to keep all parents
informed as much as possible. I can at this time confirm that we have not had a positive case, but
should this change, to respect confidentiality we would kindly ask that all refrain from posting
information on social media.
Please note that if your child is off school isolating the school have been directed to ensure
learning is still happening. Your child’s class teacher will be expecting learning to occur for
approximately 4 hours a day. We are keen that children do not fall back and progress is very much
in place. We will mostly use google classroom, IXL and Accelerated Reader (Tapestry for our Reception and Year 1 groups).
See additional letter for any covid related questions you may have.

Please note drop-off and pick up times. NB: these have been slightly
adapted. Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social
distancing.
Sharks—8:45am-3pm
Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm
Starfish—9am-3:15pm
YEAR 6 PARENTS: Please make sure you have completed an
application for secondary placement.
The closing date is 31st October
Admission to Primary Schools in Torbay September 2021
It is now time for parents to start thinking about applying for a primary school
place for September 2021.
Children who were born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 are due to start primary
school in September 2021. The application window for parents to apply for their chosen primary school is
from 1st November 2020 until 15th January 2021.
Information about admission to a primary school can be found in the TIPS 8 Booklet. This can be found on
the Torbay Council website.
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/primary-place-2021/
The information in the TIPS 8 is concise and therefore parents should also read the Primary Supplement
which gives more information about each primary school and how places are allocated.
Applying online (preferred method)
The easiest and quickest way for parents to apply is online at www.torbay.gov.uk.
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/
Parents will need to create an account. They will then be able
choose up to 3 primary schools which they should list in order
preference. Parents who apply online will be notified of the
outcome of their application on 16th April 2021, by email.

to
of

Applying using a Paper Application Form
Parents who are unable to apply online can request a paper application form from:
Student Services, Room SF338, Electric House, c/o Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay TQ1 3DR
Email: Pupil.Services@torbay.gov.uk

Website: www.torbay.gov.uk

Telephone: 01803 208908
Parents who apply using a paper form will be notified by letter which will be posted on 16 th April 2021.
(Emails will be used where possible)

AWARDS

Starfish: Lacie for her brilliant writing and remembering to
use her sounds, finger spaces and punctuation.

Dolphins Nevaeh for her amazing artwork.
Sharks: Oscar for renewed ‘fantastic focus’ in all areas of
his learning.

Witness of the week:

St Margaret Clitherow Catholic
Primary School are seeking to
appoint a positive
and inspiring Teaching Assistant
for November 2020. They are keen
to accommodate the
best candidates who will make a
positive impact on our school and
standards. Applicants

with experience are encouraged to
apply. The closing date is Monday
19th October.

Starfish: Albie for being a kind and thoughtful friend
Dolphins: Amelia for her kindness towards others.
Sharks: Freya S for supporting a friend and encouraging
them to succeed.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Jake for his fantastic blending
during phonics.

Dolphins: Keiran for his fantastic reading in school and at home.

Sharks: Bonnie for continuing to develop her enthusiasm
for reading.

Big Shout Out to:

An awesome new leader for the race to get the million
word certificate. My goodness—it changes every week.
We are so proud of the effort our children are putting into
their reading. This week it goes to Charlie B in sharks for
reading 466,498 words! Almost half way there and we are
not even at half term yet!
This week Sharks have completed a whopping 1,058,943
words between them, but Dolphins are not far behind with
843,278. Thank goodness the school library service
brought us another 300 books on Wednesday!

World Mission Sunday
18th October

World Day of Prayer for the Poor
24th October
Half Term
26th—30th October.

Inset (Non-pupil day) Monday 2nd November
Children in Need—MUFTY DAY

Friday 13th November
Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 11th December

Hopefully you were able to read our polite request last week with reference to parking and
driving near to the school.
This week we would like to remind all that Polhearne Lane is a private lane and therefore
should not be used for dropping off, or access for vehicles linked to school in any
form. The lane is clearly signed "Private road, residents only" and is therefore a private
lane/drive and not a public highway.
As you will appreciate, quite apart from the fact that there is no public right of way for
motor vehicles, this is a very narrow lane and the increase in traffic creates:
(i)
A hazard to pedestrians (for whom there is a right of way), particularly
parents and children walking to and from school.
(ii)
An obstruction to
residents who are trying to get in and
out of the lane in the normal course of
their day to day activities.
The school value the good relationship
they have with local residents and
therefore request your support with
this.
Well, what an artistic bunch we are. We have been learning
all about Wassily Kandinsky the abstract artist. We have
looked closely at his painting called Concentric Circles and
we have recreated our own and they are amazing! We
know all about the elements of art and can tell you about
primary and secondary colours. When we had created our
pieces of artwork, Mrs Dudman came to visit our art gallery,
we were even playing classical music!

This week, the reception children
have been busy exploring within
the provision. We have done lots of
Autumn investigating and worked on our fine motor skills, this will help us
when we are learning to write. We have all worked hard during phonics and
are brilliant at sounding out our ‘special friends’ and blending our sounds into
words.
Mrs Dudman visited our Art Gallery.

We have had ‘special agents’ in our class. These agents are children who
make great choices within their learning and friendships. They even get to
wear a medal for the day! Mrs Collard and I are always on the lookout for
new agents.

What another super week and hasn’t this half term flown by,
only one more week left. Reception parents, please don’t
forget to look on Tapestry and find
out what your child has been
learning. Have a super weekend
and we look forward to seeing you
all next week. I can’t wait to see the
children on Monday morning and
see which greeting they choose.
Mrs O’Sullivan and
Mrs Collard

The weeks are just flying by and we all
can’t quite believe we have been back 6
weeks – the children have achieved so
much and all starting to feel more confident too.

RE Judaism:

In RE we have been looking at the Jewish
Synagogues, symbols and clothing worn to
prayer, we’ve all enjoyed learning about
another religion and seeing how it is different but also similar to our own.
We also linked this to our PSHE curriculum;
being respectful and considerate towards
others. In PE yesterday we had a netball
festival all afternoon with Miss Moore leading us from Brixham College. The children
loved playing different games to improve
their netball skills and they were able to
show great skills and progress linking it to
their basketball skills too.
We have completed our final pieces in art
of Gustav Klimt’s the Tree of Life, we just
need to add the final gold detailing, the
children have worked well to include various Elements of Art that we have been focusing on in their work, taking great care
and showing good attention to detail.

Maths learning wall:

In maths we have moved our learning onto
rounding and learnt a new rounding rap
‘We Will Round You ‘ (to the tune of
Queen’s We Will Rock You) to help us remember the rounding rules – see if the
PE netball festival – battleships acchildren can remember it by getting them curacy game:
to sing it to you at home! I have also been
challenging the children to recall and practise our learning from the last few weeks
and complete different reasoning and
problem solving challenges.

Have a wonderful weekend and we look
forward to seeing you back on Monday for
our last week before half term, from the
Dolphins Team.

We have been working really hard again this week – so Mrs Callaghan says.
Our English unit on Biographies is now nearly complete. We are currently editing and improving our writing to ensure that we have chosen the best possible vocabulary, maintained a formal style and checked it for spelling and punctuation errors. We are going to be publishing
our work next week and then displaying it on our Proud Authors Board. This will be our first of
the year so we are very excited to show off our final pieces.
We have also been brushing up on our knowledge of conjunctions as well as exploring how
we can use a ‘dash’ to enhance our work even further. Mrs Callaghan will
be checking that we are including these in our writing from now on.
In Maths, we have been continuing to develop our efficient written methods for addition. Mrs Callaghan set us some really tricky questions this
week where we had to fill in the missing digits in a calculation to make
sure that it was correct. We had to do a lot of deep thinking and draw on
our reasoning skills. We realised that we needed to use one of our learning values – Perseverance – to be successful. We always like it when Mrs
C explains what she is thinking when faced with a challenge as this really
helps us move on with our learning.
Reading has also continued to go well and many of us have now
reached our target and are heading up the chart again. We are all excited to have received some new books into the school library this week –
brand new books are always fabulous to get your hands on! Also, we
can now bring books in from home to read as long as we don’t let anyone else touch them. This is great news as some of us have fabulous
books that we are excited to read. We just need to check that these are
on the Accelerated Reader list so they count towards our targets and
word count.
In RE, we have just finished our unit on Judaism and we have really enjoyed using the chromebooks to publish our research about ‘What special items can be found inside a synagogue?’ We have also been learning about some of the signs and symbols of the Jewish faith.

PE has been challenging this week (in terms of avoiding the wet weather).
On Wednesday though, we completed our next cross country challenge
for the Devon Virtual Games on the field. We managed to really ‘go for it’
and many of us pushed ourselves to beat our previous distances. The
deadline for our final challenge has now been extended to the beginning
of December, which gives us plenty of time to get even better.
Some of us have now completed our final pieces in Art. Mrs Callaghan has
been working with us individually this week to teach us the remaining skills
needed. We are really proud of our achievements and you can really see the progress from our initial attempts
with watercolour.

Mrs Callaghan has received an email back from IXL about our frustrations over the losing of points. As a result, we have been given some
pointers to ease our frustrations by taking breaks and really taking our
time when answering the questions. Mrs Callaghan is also looking into
setting different challenge goals so that we see greater success. Something must be working though as Mrs Callaghan received a certificate
this week to say that we had answered over 10,000 questions. She is really pleased with us all - to say the least.
Have a lovely weekend and only one more week until we can have a
well-deserved rest.

Reach Outdoors has released new dates for the popular indoor climbing club at
Parkfield Climbing Wall in Paignton, starting this November. They will be running a
4 week course costing just £10 per person per session for 1.5 hours of coaching.
The highlights are:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Indoor climbing session for 8-14 year
olds
Ofsted registered out of school provision
Reduced capacity to provide a safe environment with a Covid-Secure business
£40pp for a 4 week course, that's just
£10pp per week for 1.5 hours of climbing
instruction
Course starts 2nd November, runs every Monday evening from 16.00 - 17.30
Local wall for local people, reducing the need to travel - Parkfield, Paignton
TQ3 2NR
Friendly instructors with a real passion for coaching climbing - no experience
necessary
Drop and Go! Parents can go and grab a drink at the local cafe while their
child climbs

Book online https://reach-outdoors.com/event-booking

Safeguarding at
SMC is always a
priority. Should you
have any enquiries
or concerns,
please contact our
Designated Senior
Lead for Child
Protection: Miss
Lowry, or Deputies:
Mrs Callaghan or
Mrs Dudman on
01803 851 647

