
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Email: admin@smcprimary.org 

Interim  Executive Head Teacher:  Miss Cathy Lowry 

Telephone: 01803 851647 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well we have made it to the end of the first 
half term of 2020—2021 and what a bizarre 
half term it has been.!  The children have been 
working hard and the teachers are looking for-
ward to their meetings after half term to talk 
you through how things are going.  Please keep 
encouraging your child to read throughout the 
break.  They can quiz on any books when they 
return.  Access to IXL will also continue to be 
available.  
 
The Gospel says ‘‘When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they 
got together and, to disconcert Him, one of them put a question, “Master, which is the 
greatest commandment of the Law?” Jesus said, “You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.”’  
 
Matthew’s Gospel this week shows that God wants us to experience love, both in the giving 
and receiving of it. This week we have encouraged our children  to recognise love through 
actions and help them to think of ways that they can be loving too.  
 
Matthew tell us that the Pharisees ask this question, not from a sincere desire to under-
stand the Law, but in order to disconcert Jesus. Questioning can be used to lead others 
into preconceived ideas or even, to trap and deceive them. But it can also powerfully ex-
pand our thinking.  
 

The monk, Thomas Merton, talked of a teacher whose questions “were 
very good and if you tried to answer them intelligently, you found your-
self saying excellent things that you didn’t know you knew.”  
Have you ever experienced this sort of conversation in your life? What 
attitude towards the other does the questioner need to have?  Can you 
use your gifts to draw out excellent things from others, from the chil-
dren in your care?  
 
God Bless to you all             

Miss Cathy Lowry 



AWARDS 

 

Starfish:  Lily for her hard work and enthusiasm during phonics 

and maths.  

Dolphins  India for her outstanding writing  

Sharks: James for his recent efforts to write independently and 

for a sustained period of time.  

Witness of the week: 

 

 
 

 

Starfish:  Chloe  for being a happy and considerate friend.  

Dolphins: Kendae for showing kindness and putting others' 

needs above her own.  

Sharks: Reignn-Leo  for showing forgiveness.  

Star Reader: 
Starfish:  Alfie  for his enthusiasm and pro-

gress in his reading.  

Dolphins:  Beatrice for excellent progress in her reading and 

increase in her ZPD scores.  

Sharks: Chloe for a fantastic improvement of her ZPD score  
which shows great progress in her reading.  

 

Big Shout Out to:  

Nevaeh who has read over 100,000 words and India for making great 
progress on her star reading test. 
 
Dolphins this half term have read: 1,079,161 words.  As Year 3s and 

4s this is not far behind  the older Sharks who have read 1,409,072. 

Ask your child about our competition with Priory.  First class to reach 

the goal gets Golden Time.   Sharks are slightly behind their competi-

tors, whereas Dolphins are ahead!  Keep the reading up over half 

term so that quizzes can add on more words on our return.  

Did you see 

our advert for 

a  parent                   

governor?  

Could you fit 

the bill? 

Being a school 

governor is a challenging but 

hugely rewarding role.  

 

It will give you the chance to 

make a real difference to young 

people, give something back to 

your local community and use 

and develop your skills in a 

board-level  environment. 

 

Contact our clerk if you are                 

interested: 

 

clerk@smcprimary.org 

World Day of Prayer for the Poor 

24th October 

Half Term 

26th—30th October.   

Inset (Non-pupil day) -   

Monday 2nd November 

Children in Need—MUFTY DAY 

Friday 13th November 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 11th December 

Christmas Dinner Day 

Friday 18th December 



Please remember that if your child is isolating you MUST contact the school 

on a daily basis in line with the school’s attendance policy before 9:30am.  

This can be via email, phonecall or text.  If we do not hear from you, it is  

considered a safeguarding matter. 

 

Advice regarding self-isolation 
You need to take action to isolate if: 

•       I or a member of my household has Covid -19 symptoms 

•       I or a member of my household is awaiting a test result 

•       I or a member of my household has received a positive Covid-19 test result (regardless of if 
you or the family member have symptoms) 

What does self-isolation mean for a household that has a family member with symptoms 
or a confirmed case? 

•       Your whole household needs to isolate and not leave the family home. 

•       Nobody outside of the family bubble should enter the home. 

  
You also need to take action to isolate if: 

•       If you have been asked by Track and Trace to isolate 

•       You have received a letter from your child’s school or activity club asking them to self-isolate. 

What does self-isolation mean for a household with a family member who has been a 
close contact? 

•       The person that has been asked to isolate cannot leave the family home until the return to 
normal activities date detailed in any correspondence provided. 

•       Nobody outside of the family bubble should enter the home. 

•       Other household members do not need to self-isolate unless they are also a close contact. 

We are asking you to do this to reduce the further spread of Covid-19, to friends, family 
and our wider school community.  
If you require support to help your household to isolate, please call the Torbay Community    

Helpline 01803 446022, available 10am-6pm, Monday-Friday, and 9:30am-12:30pm                      

Saturdays. Online form available at www.bit.ly/torbayhelpline 

Unfortunately Covid-19 will not take a half term break, so please ensure that you all keep safe 

whilst enjoying he half 

term break. It is inevitable 

that the country will          

continue to receive             

positive test results during 

this period. Should your 

child receive a positive 

test result over the half 

term break, please        

immediately contact Miss 

Lowry at  

clowry@smcprimary.org.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXfCikatEQtW2Gpesn5qjdlacx5-WUSxh0r9XrKNDB_j9QDA/viewform


Halloween update for the community 

Stay safe and still have fun this Halloween 

This year celebrating Halloween will be very different from previous years. 

As infection rates are rising in our local area it’s important that we all play our part to continue to 

follow the guidance on staying safe. Due to the rule of six which, applies both indoors and out-

doors, traditional parties, visiting or mixing with other households and trick-or-treat trips door to 

door sharing sweets, treats and touching lots of different surfaces, all provide an easy way for the 

virus to spread. 

Instead we are encouraging Torbay residents to think of alternative ways to mark Halloween this 

year. 

With some creative thinking, we can show that there is still plenty of fun to be had, without 

putting the health of you, your families and those you care about at risk. 

Teenagers and young adults are being advised to make the most of technology and meet online 

for virtual parties or horror-themed quizzes instead of meeting in groups. 

Ideas to celebrate safely 

 Take part in a neighbourhood pumpkin search – is this happening where you live? The 

idea is to paint, draw or display a pumpkin or Halloween themed picture in your window 

and spot as many as you can in your local area 

 Organise a virtual fancy dress party – invite friends to a Halloween FaceTime or Zoom par-

ty in spooky costumes topped with a Halloween playlist 

 Host a Zoom dance party – why not gather everyone and see who can perfect the 

“Thriller” or “Time Warp” moves 

  Have a spooky feast with fun snacks the whole family can help to decorate and prepare 

 Carve a pumpkin – be adventurous with your ideas 

 Decorate! A little bit of Halloween arts and crafts decorating inside or on your doorstep 

can go a long way, especially with young children. 

 Movie marathon – dig out some truly terrifying classics and enjoy a scary movie marathon 

 Telling scary stories – encourage your children to write their own horror story and read it 

out loud in their spookiest voice. You could even turn off the lights and use a torch to set 

the scene. 

The local guidance on meeting up with other people and how to prevent the spread of Corona-

virus stays the same: 

 Keep washing your hands regularly 

 Wear a face covering in enclosed spaces 

 Stay at least 2 metres apart at all times if you possibly can 

By following the guidance we can all play our part in helping to control the virus. 



What a fantastic half term Starfish have had. We have been so busy and achieved so 
much. This week has had a slightly spooky theme to it. We have been busy pumpkin 
counting, spooky potion making and decorating pumpkins. We have created obstacle 

courses and had a PE festival. 

We have enjoyed decorating our clay family circles and have talked a lot about families and how 
lucky we are to be loved and cared for. Mrs Callaghan came in to see our wonderful maths work 
and was very impressed with how hard we were working and our tremendous transitions!  

This week we have finished our pieces of writing based around the story of No-Bot. I am so im-
pressed with all the hard work and perseverance that has gone into them and I am so looking for-
ward to putting them up on our proud authors wall.  

Mrs Collard and I hope that you all have a safe and happy half term holiday. I look forward to 
speaking to you all during our parents evening phone calls. Have fun and enjoy some time together 
as a family.  

Mrs O’Sullivan and  Mrs Collard 



We had a fabulous end to our first half term back with our 
Celebration of Learning assembly zoom with parents and car-
ers yesterday.  Despite all the children’s nerves about having 
to talk to the camera, they did wonderfully well and enjoyed 
immensely sharing their learning with their families, so thank 
you to all of you who were able to attend.   

We completed our second assessment in Accelerated Reader 
this week and the children showed great progress with many increasing their 
ZPD scores significantly, which is amazing in just a few weeks.   

We have also written our final meeting stories this week, completely our own 
inventions, putting into place all the writing tools we have been learning. In ad-
dition, we have been learning how to proof-read and edit our own work effec-
tively.   

As you will see from the pictures are art 
works in the style of Gustav Klimt are 
looking fabulous and we have learnt many 
new skills in using the elements of art in 
our work.  Well done to all the Dolphins I 
am so proud of you all and your achieve-
ments this half term.   

Wishing you all a relaxing and safe half 
term,  

from The Dolphins 
Team.  



What an amazing half term it has been! 

Although there have been some changes to our normal routine, we are now all quite 
used to the ‘new normal’ and have really been busy with our learning. 

Our Proud Authors Wall is now full and we are delighted with our final biographical 
pieces of writing. We have tried to include all the things that Mrs Callaghan has 
been teaching us like modal verbs; the inclusion of technical vocabulary; the use of 
formal language and also making sure that we have a clear chronological order to our 
paragraphs. Our challenge now is to make our next piece of independent writing even better. 

This week, we all took our Star Reader tests and nearly all of us have improved our ZPD scores. 
Some of us though were a little disappointed that we didn’t improve so Mrs Callaghan spoke to us 
again about the importance of reading at home every day for at least 20 minutes. She knows that it 
is sometimes a challenge in our busy lives to fit it in but we realise that reading is the key to              
success so we are all going to try a little harder next half term. 

In maths we have moved on from addition and are now revising our calculation skills for subtraction. 
Many of us forgot about ‘exchanging’ in our elicitation task but we are now back on track and solving 
calculations with at least 5 digits. 

Our cross country challenge for the Devon Virtual Games is now complete. 
Mrs Callaghan now just needs to convert the number of laps of the field to 
distances and she will then let us know how we all did. Once that is done, 
she can send our results off and hopefully in December, we will find out our 
final position in the competition. 

Our final Art pieces are also almost complete. 
You wouldn’t believe the difference from our 
first attempt in watercolours and we hope that 
Claude Monet would be proud of our efforts 
after using his Water Lily paintings as                       

inspiration. 

Mrs Callaghan has now received an IXL certificate which states that 
Sharks have now answered over 10,000 questions in the last 5 weeks. 
So far, we have spent over 70 hours practicing our maths and English 
skills either at home or in school. Mrs Callaghan is really proud of us and 
Miss Lowry says that we are all amazing. 

We also made sure this week that we can access Google Classroom and 
we were reminded about how we can turn work in by using the ‘mark as 
done’ button. This shows Mrs Callaghan when we have completed a              
learning activity. She also mentioned that we can always send her a mes-
sage if we are having a few difficulties. 

Well, Sharks (and Mrs C) are all looking forward to a well-
deserved half-term break so that we can recharge our batteries 

in readiness for 
our next steps on 
our learning              
journey. 

Have a lovely time.  



Safeguarding at SMC is               

always  a  priority. Should 

you have any enquiries or 

concerns, please contact 

our      Designated Senior 

Lead for Child      Protection: 

Miss Lowry, or  Deputies:     

Mrs Callaghan or Mrs              

Dudman on  

01803  851 647 



YEAR 6 PARENTS: Please make sure you have completed an                          
application for secondary placement.   

The closing date is 31st October 

 

Admission to Primary Schools in Torbay September 2021 

It is now time for parents to start thinking about applying for a primary school 
place for September 2021.  

Children who were born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 are due to start primary 
school in September 2021. The application window for parents to apply for their chosen primary school is 

from 1st November 2020 until 15th January 2021.  

Information about admission to a primary school can be found in the TIPS 8 Booklet. This can be found on 
the Torbay Council website.  

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/primary-place-2021/ 

The information in the TIPS 8 is concise and therefore parents should also read the Primary Supplement 
which gives more information about each primary school and how places are allocated. 

 

Applying online (preferred method) 

The easiest and quickest way for parents to apply is online at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/ 

Parents will need to create an account. They will then be able to 
choose up to 3 primary schools which they should list in order of 

preference. Parents who apply online will be notified of the 
outcome of their application on 16th April 2021, by email. 

 

Applying using a Paper Application Form 

Parents who are unable to apply online can request a paper application form from:    

Student Services, Room SF338, Electric House, c/o Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay TQ1 3DR  

 Email: Pupil.Services@torbay.gov.uk Website: www.torbay.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01803 208908 

Parents who apply using a paper form will be notified by letter which will be posted on 16th April 2021. 
(Emails will be used where possible) 

Please note drop-off and pick up times.  NB: these have been slightly 
adapted.  Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social  

distancing. 

Sharks—8:45am-3pm 

Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm 

Starfish—9am-3:15pm 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/primary-place-2021/
file:///C:/Users/clowry/Downloads/www.torbay.gov.uk.%20
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/

