St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry

Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
Do you read our newsletter?
If yes, you will clearly be reading this! Please can you send a quick email to the
office and say what you like about it, and what do you think could be improved? We
would be really grateful, as we are keen to act on any feedback we have from our
families.
Please remember that if your child is not in school, you MUST be in contact with
the school before 9:30am. If we do not hear from you, it becomes a safeguarding
matter and we will worry about you and your children. If we do not hear from you
until after 9:30am, the non attendance will be unauthorized and this may result in a
penalty notice.
This week our children have explored how God always guides us through people, the
Church, scripture and the voice in our hearts. Last Sunday was the Feast of Christ
the King and was the end of the Church year and so a time of celebration. This is
when we remember that Jesus is the King of love who leads and guides us in our
lives. In life God is guiding all of us. He loves, cares and wants the best for us, He
never gives up on us and knows what is best for us, even if we don’t know it
ourselves.

Dear Lord,
Help us to remember that you are always
guiding us. Help us to listen to you when
you speak to us through others, through
the church, through the
bible and in our own
hearts.
Amen
Have a lovely weekend
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

AWARDS

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
Starfish: Jake for his brilliant writing using his special
friends and careful letter formation.

Dolphins Millie for her creative writing this week in English.

Sharks: Owen for his fantastic participation and sharing of
knowledge in science lessons.

ADVENT (Begins 29 November)

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Otis for thinking of others and showing real
empathy and care.

Dolphins: Silver for putting others before herself.
Sharks: Taylor for showing kindness to adults and taking on his
responsibilities with a mature attitude,

Star Reader:
Starfish: Darcy for her amazing
reading and using her special friends to
help her sound out words.

Dolphins: Mia for excellent progress in her reading.
Sharks: Amelia for consistently high scores in her quizzes.

Big Shout Out
to:

Morgana this week has answered a phenomenal 835 questions on IXL
Achievers of 100% on an AR quiz this week are: Kara,
Jadan, Ellie-May, Freya D, India, Silver, Tyler, Ali,
Bailey, Henry, Damien, Keaden, Kendae, Beatrice,
Alexis, Charlie B, Casey, James, Bonnie, Sophie, Amy,
Harvey, Amelia V and Alfie B

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming of
Jesus when he was born but we also think of his
promise that he would come again at the end of
time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It is
only in the last week of Advent that we focus upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas.
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (8 December)
This feast marks the first stage of the existence
of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
She was ‘full of grace’ from the very beginning
and
co-operated with God throughout her life.
Christmas Jumper Day
(Friday 11th December)
SMC Christmas Performance—more details to
come.
(Wednesday 16th December 10am)

Christmas Dinner Day
(Friday 18th December)
CHRISTMAS DAY, THE NATIVITY OF THE
LORD
(25 December)
On this day we begin our celebration of the birth
of Christ.
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND
JOSEPH
(27 December)

First day of Spring Term

(Monday 4th January 2021)

We are delighted to present to you our four members of parliament: Jake (Chair), Ella
(Vice Chair), Reuben and Piper.
The School Parliament meet once a month with Miss Lowry (socially distanced) to discuss
and sort out problems. These may include school policies, lunches, behaviour or ideas for
fundraising events. They will take into account other people’s views and be their voice, in
a leadership position.
Members of the School Parliament will be responsible for carrying out the ideas that
have been agreed, such as: what to spend fund raising money on; improving Reward Time
across the school or planning new playground activities.
Being a school parliamentarian is a really responsible job. We want our school to be the
kind of school that everyone enjoys coming to, where everyone knows and understands
each other. We want it to be a cheerful place, where we look after everyone.
We want it to be a safe place where children can be trusted to be sensible, because
everyone follows the class and school rules and expectations and lives by the school
values. We want everyone to be honest, have good manners and to treat people and
possessions with respect.
We want to be proud of our work and try our best
every day, so we do well with our learning and are the
best that we can be. We will keep going when things
are challenging and listen carefully to each other. We
want to find out interesting and useful things about
the world.
If everyone can do this we will remember the great
time we had at St Margaret Clitherow, with our
friends, for the rest of our lives.
What is our School Parliament for?
The School Parliament is about:
• Working and learning together
• Learning about democracy
• Learning how to play a positive role model in our
community
• Improving our school for everyone
The School Parliament’s job is to involve everyone, not
do everything. Everybody needs to help by:
• Finding things that they would like to change
• Finding ways to make things better
• Putting their ideas into actions

We will keep you informed.

Well, what a super speedy week. We have
enjoyed our learning about Baptism and
how the baby through Baptism belongs to
the Church family. We have hunted for
wild plants on the field and identified
them by using pictures. We worked brilliantly in pairs
and helped each other. Our work around the book
‘Stuck’ is coming to an end and we are preparing to
write our own ‘Stuck’ stories. We will let you know
how they go! During maths we have been looking at
number bonds to 10, 20 and 100. We have had to
work hard on these and can continue our learning at
home.
Please remember to read regularly with your children
at home. This is so beneficial and will support your
child in practicing their ‘special friends’. They are all
doing so well in phonics sessions and I'm sure they
would enjoy showing you what they know.
Reception parents and carers, please remember to
follow your child's learning journey on Tapestry and remember that you can upload
exciting things yourself. We love to see what the children have been up to at home
and how they have been extending their learning. They love talking about the things
that they have been doing with their families.
Have a wonderful weekend and stay safe.

Another jampacked week of learning in Dolphin
class has seen us start developing our working scientifically skills, making observations on our seed
experiments and setting up another investigation
to show how plants transport water. We will continue to monitor these experiments over the next
few weeks, noting our observations, taking measurements and making conclusions, whilst we move
onto our next history focused learning experience.
In maths our learning has continued with addition and subtraction and
using it to help us solve problems; we have also continued to look at
mental maths calculations and the different approaches we can use to help us. Each Friday we
hold our Big Maths Beat That speed calculation
session and now 8 weeks in everyone is increasing their scores each week, with many successfully moving up to the next
level for them – well done Dolphins!
We have finished writing our draft playful poems and will be proof-reading
and editing them before writing up and preparing for our poetry slam next
week. The children are excited to get to perform their own work to others.
After the sad news about the Brixham fishing boat, many were asking questions so we spent some time reflecting and praying for the fisherman and
their families. The children then wrote their prayers on hearts; these have
been made into a book which I will take down to add to the memorial by the
harbour. The children’s empathy and thoughtfulness shone through in their
prayers for the families at this sad time.
In PE we have continued learning tag rugby. The children are no confident at tagging others and have
developed excellent dodging skills. We have moved onto practising throwing the ball sideways and
behind whilst still being accurate and introducing some of the other rules ready for playing mini games
soon.
Have wonderful weekend and stay safe from the Dolphins Team.

Science: measuring the growth on our bean experiments and setting up our water transport experiment.

In Science this week,
we have been exploring
the 3 different states
of water. Mrs Callaghan
conducted some fabulous experiments where
we observed the changes from a solid to a liquid and a gas to a liquid.
We also found out how
to speed up the melting process of ice by adding salt to it.
Mrs Callaghan was really impressed with our scientific vocabulary and we used this well when we
recorded our observations on labelled diagrams.
It has been a challenging week in maths, where we have really had to sort out the difference between factors and multiples. We realise now that they are really closely related and that if you
have two numbers and Number A is a factor of Number B, then Number B must be a multiple of
Number A. It sounds more complicated than it really is.
E.g.
Number A = 3
Number B = 15
3 is a factor of 15 and 15 is a multiple of 3.
There you go… EASY!

Our letter planning in English is going really well and it has been great when Mrs C has been doing a shared write. Basing her own writing around her new kittens, we have heard ‘complaints’
from her wallpaper (they are ripping it off the wall) and her wooden work surfaces (don’t ask!)
but at least the scratch pole is happy as the fluff balls love it! Next week, we are ready to bring
our objects to life and entertain our readers with humour.
PE lessons have been great fun and in a recent pupil questionnaire, many of us commented on how
we love the new PE scheme of work (Get Set 4 PE). We have been developing the quality of our
shoulder stands and inverted stands this week and getting creative with our sequences. We just
need to keep practising now so that we can transition smoothly from one gymnastic move to the
next.
Our learning about Ancient Greece has been based around the legacy of Alexander the Great.
We already knew about how he created a massive Empire but didn’t realise what he left behind
after it collapsed. Did you know that if it wasn’t for the Ancient Greeks, we wouldn’t have wheel
barrows?
In RE, we have been focusing on how God is our Guide. We considered how God is still guiding us
even when life gets tough. This has helped us greatly this week as we have been praying for the
families of the sailors who lost their lives at sea in the recent tragedy. We
have all written messages and they will been placed by the statue of the
‘Father and Son’ over the weekend so that people realise how much we hold
them in our hearts.
We know that you are also thinking and praying for our fishing community at
this sad time so we hope that you have a peaceful and relaxing weekend.

At St Margaret Clitherow, we encourage the children to be independent and
individual. These four girls took it upon themselves to create their own
skipping show and did a great job of it. We are so proud of them!

Family Learning update
With the current restrictions and the Government Guidance for adult education, we have had to make the difficult
decision to postpone Family Learning until January.
We are, however, offering a craft workshop for parents, carers and family members to make Christmas rag wreaths.
This will be held at CHCP in Torquay on Tuesday 8th December, Government Guidance permitting. Please follow
this link to enrol: https://ebsontrackprospect.southdevon.ac.uk/?ReturnUrl=%2fOrder%2fCreateOrder%
3fUIOIDs_InList%3d328555&UIOIDs_InList=328555
Any problems enrolling, please contact me on the email
address below.
South Devon College are also offering some fully
subsidised online opportunities that we would encourage you to
share with parents:
Preparing to Work in Schools Award (online) Level 1
The objective of this qualification is to prepare you for further training
whilst developing your understanding of the teaching and learning
environment in a school setting. You will learn how to support the wellbeing of a child or young person and also the
development of a child or young person.
To enrol on the course, please follow this link:
https://www.southdevon.ac.uk/course/preparing-to-work-in-schools-award-online-level-1
Employability Skills Hub (Online)
The employability hub offers you the opportunity to build your own package of study.

There are plenty of units for you to choose from whether you would like to upskill in your current role or complete
some to support you in a job search.
The first step to access these short courses is to enrol with the college:
https://www.southdevon.ac.uk/course/employability-skills-hub-online
Once enrolled, you can select the units you wish to study from the options below:

•

Getting Ready for Interviews

•

Writing a CV

•

ICT for Employment

•

Your Responsibilities as an Employee

•

Looking for Work

•

Understanding Conflict at Work

•

Problem Solving Skills for Work

•

Health and Well-being in the Workplace

•

Understanding Motivation

•

Developing Assertiveness

•

How to Keep Improving

•

Understanding Your Customers

•

Job Application Skills

•

Creative Thinking

•

Understanding Mindset

•

Business and Customer Awareness

I will be in touch shortly with information regarding courses for next term.
Kind regards
Susan

Susan Cook | Family Learning lecturer

CAN YOU IMAGINE SLEEPING
ON THE FLOOR EVERY NIGHT ?
As part of the Good Shepherd programme, this Christmas The Catholic Children’s Society
(Plymouth) is asking children living in our Diocese to think of children less fortunate than
themselves by putting themselves in their shoes just for one night. We are asking children
living in Devon, Cornwall and parts of Dorset to give up their bed for one night to sleep on
the floor.

It’s hard to believe that in this day and age, there are children who do not have
a warm and comfy bed to sleep in every night ! In fact, one in five children
living in the south west are living in poverty, and in parts of the region poverty
is even more severe. Some areas in our Diocese actually fall into the top 10%
of the most deprived areas in England.
Many of our families have already benefited from vouchers, or grants from this worthy
charity and we would like to do what we can to pay them back.
If 100 children could raise £10 each in sponsorship, CCSP could buy beds and
mattresses for 10 children, so they never have to sleep on the floor again.
Therefore we would like encourage all our families to take part in our sponsored ‘Sleep on
the Floor for a Night’. Your class teacher will send a sponsor form home with your child and
email it to yourselves. Please complete the sponsor form and start collecting your
sponsors before the Christmas holidays. The sponsorship form can also be downloaded
from the website www.ccsplymouth.org.uk

We have 2 children at SMC
that have already carried out
this activity and raised some
money. Please encourage
your child to do the same,
putting themselves in someone less fortunate‘s shoes.

Let’s see what we can do.

Thank you !!

Please note drop-off and pick up times.

. Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social distancing.
Sharks—8:45am-3pm
Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm
Starfish—9am-3:15pm

STARTING PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER
2021?
Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021

What do I need to do?
Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803
208908
Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk or complete form CAF2 and return it to your preferred primary school.

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:
•

You already have an older child at school

•

Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school

•

You have completed a
registration form at a primary school

•

You have sent in a
supplementary form to a primary
school.

