St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
Advent provides a reminder for us all to make
space in our hearts for Jesus: both the
celebration of His birth at Christmas, and the
joy with which we can look forward to His
return.
December of course also marks the end of the
calendar year – a year which has had more
unexpected upheaval and loss than many of us,
adults and children alike, have experienced
before. Therefore, it is more important than
ever for us to make space in our busy, disrupted
lives to put Jesus at the centre this Advent and
Christmastide..
This week has been the second week of advent .
The second candle lit represents ‘faith’, and is otherwise
known as the "Bethlehem Candle" reminding us of Mary and
Dear Lord,
Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem John the Baptist told people
that they needed to prepare their hearts to meet Jesus. They
Thank you that you love us needed to say sorry for the wrong things they had done. Then
they were forgiven, which this week we have explored with the
and gave us your son
children. They have learned this meant all the wrong things
Jesus.
they’d done were forgotten about.
Thank you for your
forgiveness when we do
To be ready for Jesus to come back, we
things wrong.
too need to prepare our hearts by saying
Help us to love others in
Sorry, loving God and loving others.
the ways we think, speak
Children spent some time reflecting on
and act.
this, and perhaps you would like to continue
Help us to make space in this practice at home.
our hearts and minds for
Have a lovely weekend
you this Advent.
Amen

God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

AWARDS

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
SMC Christmas Performance
Starfish: Gemini for her amazing writing and
her willingness to sound out any word.
Dolphins Freya D for fantastic focus and all
round great attitude to her learning this week.
Sharks: Ella for her fabulous performance of her
gymnastics sequence.

Wednesday 16th December
2pm—See attached poster
Christmas Party and film afternoon

Thursday 17th December
Christmas Dinner Day
(Friday 18th December)
CHRISTMAS DAY,
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(25 December)
On this day we begin our celebration of the birth of Christ.

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Lyla for always being a kind and
thoughtful person and always being willing to
help others.
Dolphins: Millie for being a light for others
through her considerate attitude.
Sharks: James for having the
courage to perform in front of others.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Albie for his fantastic reading and
using his special friends to help him sound
words out.
Dolphins: Olivia for making fabulous
progress in her reading.
Sharks: Chloe for the fantastic
improvement of her ZPD score

THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
(27 December)

First day of Spring Term
(Monday 4th January 2021)

Big Shout Out to:
Charlie B has now read over two
million words.

Getting 100% in a book quiz this
week includes: Amelia B, Kara,
Jadan, Ellie-May, Freya, Tyler,
Harriet, Ali, Reuben, Henry,
Damian, Nevaeh and
Keaden from Dolphins.
Charlie B, Toby, Charlie C,
Devon, Sophie, Ella, Amy,
Chloe, Harvey, Freya and
Amelia in Sharks and Alfie B
in Starfish.

Well, I can’t believe that we are already
going into the final week of the Autumn
term. Where did it go? The children have achieved a lot this term
and both Mrs Collard and I are very
proud of them.

to
celebrate
at Christmas.

This week we have started to think about
Christmas and the Reception children have
made the most fabulous sleigh out of a large
cardboard box. They have had such fun
decorating it and using it. We now need to
find a reindeer to pull it! We made our class
wreath, which looks beautiful on our class
altar. We have talked about preparing for
Christmas and how our Advent calendars help
us with the countdown. In one of our RE
lessons we thought about waiting and how
that felt. We
talked about Advent
being a time of
waiting
Jesus’
coming

We hope you all have a wonderful
weekend and Mrs Collard and I can’t
wait for the Christmas party on
Thursday! Please remember to return
your child’s food allergy form.

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

This week in Dolphin Class we
made our Advent wreath which we
will light every Monday during our
act of worship.
In RE we have been reflecting on
the importance of family and our
ancestors. We created a Jesse
Tree in our books and decorated it with symbols
of our own design; each one to represent one of
Jesus ancestors. We then created one more
decoration thinking of a symbol that we would
choose to represent ourselves We learnt about
how the prophet Isaiah had to say over 700 years
before Jesus was born about the coming of someone special who would heal the sick and help the
blind to see. We discussed how it would have felt
to hear this news and had great fun holding an interview between Isiah and a modern-day TV reporter to find out more.
In English we have been analysing our example
text to help us plan our own information text,
identifying the key features for us to use and
learning how to use generalisers to help us sound
like experts. We took the Accelerated Reader
star reading texts this week to assess the
progress the children have made in their reading
comprehension – when I analysed their results I
was absolutely amazed with their progress since
we came back to school in September – so a huge
thank you for all the effort you have put into
encouraging your child and listening to them read
at home.
In our history lessons we
have looked at Viking
artefacts, what Viking men
and women would have traditionally worn and all about
their traditional
homes. Lots of the class
have been enthused by our
Viking topic and have completed some fantastic research into Vikings,
learning lots which they then share in lessons
which is adding greatly to our class knowledge too
– well done Dolphins!
Have a wonderful weekend from the Dolphins Team.

Our Jesse Trees

In Science this week, we have been observing our Mini Water
Worlds and recording the changes that we see. Currently, our
cress is about 2cm tall and there are water droplets appearing on
the side of the glass in the form of condensation. Some of the mini
worlds also have water droplets on the cling film and it is falling
back into the container just like rain. They look amazing.

In maths, we have been multiplying and dividing whole numbers by
10, 100, 1 000 and we are now brushing up on our written
calculations. Playing regularly on Times Table Rockstars. has
given us the opportunity to practise quick recall of our multiplication
and division facts as we know that being fluent makes this area of
maths so much easier.
This week in English, we have started to publish our letters for our Proud
Authors Wall. We are making sure that we have checked our writing for
spelling and punctuation errors and have also ensured that we are producing
our best handwriting. We keep asking if we can go up to the wall so that we
can compare our current piece of writing to our last piece. In this way, we can
make sure that there has been an improvement.
Most of us have taken our Star Reader test this week for Accelerated Reader
and Mrs Callaghan is really pleased with our improved ZPD scores. We just
need to keep up the reading at home so that we continue to get even better.
Our mini projects about Ancient Greece are coming along well and we have been researching the
daily lives of the Ancient Greeks, including what they ate and what they wore. Hopefully, we will
be finished by next week and will then be able to present our research to the rest of the class.
In RE, we have been exploring how we spend our time if we are waiting for something special. We
discovered that many of us play similar games in the car when we are on a long journey and there
were a lot of responses like, “We play that” and “We should try that one”. We also had the
opportunity to join in with the live CAFOD Christmas
Assembly as well as the Jump Advent Assembly from St
Cuthbert Mayne School in Torquay. These assemblies have
both really helped us to focus on the true meaning of
Christmas.
We ended the week with our Christmas Jumper Day for
Save the Children. What a lot of lovely jumpers there were!
It really added to the festive fun as we continue our journey
towards the Big Day.
We hope that you all have a wonderful weekend.

Please note drop-off and pick up times.
. Thank you for everything you are doing to help us ensure social distancing.

Sharks—8:45am-3pm
Dolphins—8:55 am—3:10pm
Starfish—9am-3:15pm

STARTING PRIMARY
SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER
2021?
Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021

What do I need to do?
Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803
208908
Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk or complete form CAF2 and return it to your preferred primary school.

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:
•

You already have an older child at school

•

Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school

•

You have completed a
registration form at a primary school

•

You have sent in a
supplementary form to a primary
school.

