St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org

Interim Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been so lovely to see all the gorgeous
smiley faces back in school this week, as well
as hear all the laughter and chatter that
comes alongside having children back in
school. It feels like they have never been
away and we are so proud of each and everyone of them.

A couple of reminders from the teachers.
Please do not send the children in with juice,
or fizzy drinks to school. Our Pupil Parliament rewrote our Healthy Snack policy last
term and this can be found on the website.
Please also remember the time slots for your children to arrive and be picked up. It is important
that we stick to these as per our risk assessment.
However, we know that for some children, this will be a honeymoon period and there are still a few
adjustments to be made before they get back into the routine of school. Often our children don’t
really want to talk about their day, but there are several questions you can ask that encourage
them. Try to avoid the closed question ’Did you have a good day’ and help them to focus on the
positives. e.g.
1. Tell me one thing you’ve learned today that you didn’t know this morning.
2. What did you do today that made you feel proud?
3. Did you need to ask your teacher for help with anything?
4. Did you do anything that made your teacher say ‘well done’?
5. Who do you most enjoy talking to at school?
6. Who made you laugh the most?
7. Did you help anyone out in the playground?
8. If you were the headteacher, what one rule would you make for all the
children in your school?
9. What would make tomorrow more fun than today?
10. What was the best thing about your day today?

We can’t wait to hear what they tell you.
God Bless to you all

Miss Cathy Lowry

This week we have been able to get back to celebrating
assemblies and acts of worship as class groups.
On Monday we heard all about International Women’s Day. We
heard about how women and girls are often at the frontlines of
the climate crisis. Across the world, women are often
responsible for providing and preparing food, collecting water,
and tending crops. Droughts and floods damage harvests which
means they have to find other ways to bring in income and buy
the food their families need. This increased workload leaves
women with very little time for other income generating activities
or taking part in community life, a problem often further
compounded by social expectations of women’s role in society.
All too often, they also lack the assets – access to credit, land or
property – which would help them cope better with climate
impacts.
On Tuesday Year 5 and 6 children reminded us how to Stop, Pray and
Go this lent. We heard about how even Jesus lost his temper and
needed to think about doing the right thing.
Then on Thursday we were thrilled to welcome Leo and Jane from
Wigan who told us all about CAFOD and the work they are doing to
help people who have to walk 5 hours to get the water they need. It
has inspired many of our children to think about what they can do to
help such people.

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority.
Should you have any enquiries or concerns,
please contact our Designated Senior Lead for
Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies: Mrs
Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851 647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you would
like her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have
changed and you think your child may be able eligible for free school
meals, you can apply here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
or contact the school for support.

AWARDS

Starfish: Lacie for coming back to school full of
enthusiasm and positivity.

Dolphins Calum for having a fabulous first week
in Dolphin class and making lots of new friends.
Sharks: Shianne and Ella Rose for settling in well
to her new school.

Witness
of the
week:
Starfish: Bethany for helping others and showing
kindness and consideration.
Dolphins: Amelia and Alexis for being kind, helpful and supportive to others.
Sharks: Chloe for showing courage on her return
to school.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM
Red Nose Day—
March 19th

Stations of the Cross Liturgy
9:30am Thursday 1st April via
zoom. All parents invited.

Last day of term—
Thursday 1st April

Star Reader:
Starfish: Lily for her brilliant
reading and for using her
‘special friends’ to work out challenging words.
Dolphins: Freyja R for making fabulous progress
in her Accelerated Reading ZPD.
Sharks: Devon for significantly improving his ZPD score.

Big Shout Out
to: EVERY single one of our pupils. We are

so proud of how well you have all returned to
school, showing positivity, resilience and reminding us all how awesome you are.

First day of summer term—
Monday 19th April

Parents Evenings—
Week beginning 26th April

School reports—
Friday 25th June

What a great week we have all had!
It has been so lovely to see all of the children back together. They have
been so pleased to see each other and share their news. Mrs Collard and I
have missed them all so much and it is lovely to have our Starfish family back
together again. Today we have enjoyed a Cafod assembly with Leo and Jane.
They spoke to us about water and how others don’t always have access to
water like we do. We are very lucky. Thank you to everyone for promptly returning Chrome books, skipping ropes and Power maths books.
Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday.

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

What a wonderful first week back! I got quite emotional on Monday morning when I saw
all the smiling faces of the Dolphins coming into class and was able to teach the children
in person again. Everyone has settled back in so well, enjoyed learning and playing alongside their friends.
In our new history learning experience we made a giant timeline in the hall and placed
along it all the time periods we have learnt about in previous years before then adding
Ancient Egypt which is going to be our focus for the next few weeks. We also discussed
and reflected on how future generations will mark our time on their history timelines as
we are living through a global pandemic. In maths we have continued with using our core
maths skills whilst working with money. Exchanging coins and finding change to help us apply our skills to real life problems. In PE we have started learning gymnastics much to
everyone’s great excitement and I can see already we have some very
talented gymnasts in our class. Finally, this week we started our science learning by sharing some magic tricks! The children were
amazed and had a go themselves but couldn’t get them to work in the
same way as I had until we thought about why they were working once they realised it was all to do with the scientific forces involved
they succeeded too. We’re all now excited to start our learning
about forces and magnestism!
Well done Dolphins!

Science

Maths

History

What a fantastic first week back in school.
We are so happy to be with our friends again
and Mrs C is really pleased to actually ‘see
us for real’ rather than just on a screen.
For some of us though, being back in school
seems a little strange so we have been looking out for one another and providing friendship and support wherever we can.
We have definitely been getting back into the
swing of school life by working hard during
our maths and English lessons as well as being totally engaged with our history, PSHE,
RE and PE.
Mrs C brought her Nan’s travel trunk into school
as a ‘hook’ for our new learning experience and
we found that it was full of World War II artefacts. We saw ration books, leaflets, photos,
identity cards and so much more. Some of us
even got to try on an army jerkin, which once
belonged to Mrs C’s Dad. Hearing about the
past and seeing these objects really brought
this period of history to life and some of us have
already brought in our own WWII memorabilia
too.
A highlight of the week had to be welcoming Mr
Zaki back to school to help support the teaching
of PE. We have all missed him and his dodgeball PE lesson was so much fun. Don’t tell Mrs
C we said that, though!
Well… we are all quite exhausted after our first
week back so we are really looking forward to a
restful weekend.
Stay safe and

