
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School 
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk 

Email: admin@smcprimary.org 

Interim  Executive Head Teacher:  Miss Cathy Lowry 

Telephone: 01803 851647 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Oh my goodness.  Is it really May?  We can not believe this weather. 
 
So this week we did say goodbye to Mrs Buckley-Wills, who we will miss hugely.  The SMC 
staff and children gave her a great send off in traditional SMC style.   
 
Next week we will be saying another goodbye, to Mrs Sarah Knight, who joined us for a 
short period and has had an amazing impact on the school.  Mrs Knight has managed to           
secure a job, much closer to her home in Dartmouth meaning she does not have to catch 
the ferry each morning.  She says she has thoroughly enjoyed her time with us, and even 
thought it has not been long, she will miss us all greatly.    
 
We wish her lots of luck and know she will keep in touch.   
 
I have been working this week with fellow head teachers who are helping to look at what is 
going on in the school.  They are supporting our determination to do everything we can for 
the children.  We have been very proud of the 
super manners and impeccable behaviour of our 
children welcoming visitors to the school. 
 
This week Mercury Class in Priory led us on our 
Act of Worship.  They told us a bit more about 
the Ascension and helped use remember how             
Jesus was honoured by God and taken up to 
heaven. We also remembered the instructions  
Jesus left His disciples: to share the good news 

and do 
incred-
ible things through the power He would give 
them. This assembly helped the children                         
consider how they can honour Jesus and follow 
His  instructions to the disciples themselves.  
 
God Bless to you all and have a lovely 
weekend. 
 
Miss Cathy  Lowry     
 



AWARDS 

 

Starfish: Chloe for her amazing attitude to-

wards her learning and for always doing 

her best.  

Dolphins: Mia for showing great resilience.  

Sharks:  Amelia for her independence and 

creativity when working on her double page 

spread.  

 

 

 

Witness of the week: 

Starfish: Lyla for being a kind and consider-

ate friend who is always thinking of others.  

Dolphins: Beatrice for helping others and 

putting their needs above her own.  

Sharks: Jake for noticing when others need 

help  

Star Reader: 

Starfish: Laycie-Rae for work-

ing hard with her reading and reading more 

regularly at home.  

Dolphins:  Reuben for reading over 1 mil-

lion words since September.  

Sharks: Amy  for achieving 100% 

in her recent  quiz scores.  

 

IMPORTANT 

DATES THIS 

TERM 

Please note we are adding new dates 

each week. 

Spring Bank Holiday: 31st May 2021  

Summer Half Term: 31 May-4th June 

2021  

Inset Day: 7th June 2021  

We are intending to have some 

swimming session for our older chil-

dren in the second half of the sum-

mer term.  

Non-uniform day for the Catholic 

Children’s Society Friday 18th June 

2021  

School reports: Friday 25th June 

2021 

Potential Year 6  transition days:   

1st-2nd July 2021 

Sharks Residential trip to Barton 

Hall: 5th-7th July 2021 

Year 6 Leavers Mass: Plymouth Ca-

thedral 8th July 2021 

Potential Sports Day: 15th July 2021 

Last day of Summer Term: 

23rd  July 2021  

 



SAFEGUARDING  

Safeguarding at SMC is always  a  priority. Should you have 

any enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated 

Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or  Deputies:  

Mrs Callaghan or Mrs  Dudman on 01803  851647 

                       WELFARE  

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you would like 

her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have changed and 

you think your child may be able eligible for free school meals, you can apply 

here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or contact the school for 

support.  

ATTENDANCE 

Stephanie Musslewhite is our attendance officer.  She will liaise with any families 

who has a child with below 95% attendance to offer support.  



 

 

Our English work is running alongside our 
Learning Experience and we have watched 
David Attenborough’s ‘What a wonderful 
world’ clip. This then inspired us to listen to 
Louis Armstrong’s song, What a Wonderful 
World. The children then spent time writing 
their own words to the song.  

It is so lovely to see the world through 
their eyes.  

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard 

We have engaged well with the             
continuous provision and worked on 
sequencing numbers and exploring 
and thinking about our world.  

What another super week Starfish, 
see you all on Monday. 

Where did our morning go?  

This is something that can quite often be 
heard in Starfish class. As usual we have had 
a very busy week. We have been really enjoy-
ing our Learning Experience, which is Care 
for our Common Home. We have thought 
carefully about the things that we can do to 
help our world. Did you know that if you turn 
off the tap whilst brushing your teeth you 
can save around 18 glasses of water?   

This is something that we can all do!  



     

This week Dolphins have put all the persuasive writing tools that they have 
learnt over the last few weeks into action to write letters to persuade           
others to recycle and stop using single use plastics. I have been wowed by 
their progress, but beware they now have many new skills to persuade at 
their finger tips that they might start using at home too to try and                   
persuade you!  In maths we have moved our learning onto fractions, and                 
although many were initially concerned that they had forgotten all they 
knew they have been quickly surprised at how much they have remembered 
and how quickly they are progressing - well done Dolphins! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Pentecost learning this 
week culminated in exploring 
the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirt 
and how these can help us at 

home and at school.   
Everyone chose gifts of the Holy Spirit 
that they felt were important to them and 
could articulate clearly their reasoning 
showing real depth of thought and                            
consideration. 

Have a wonderful 
weekend, from the 
Dolphins Team. 

In our Care for our Common Home lessons we 
have continued learning about plastic in our 
oceans and were astounded about the facts 
we discovered, especially about the Great                
Pacific Garbage Patch.  But all hope is not lost 
as we found out what the 5Rs stand for and 
how we can all play our part in helping the                 
environment.  We found that many materials 
can be recycled and many of them saving 
more energy than making them from new, 
through this learning we discovered that the 
UK has many of these recycling centres,       
identifying where these are located in                          
relation to the UKs major cities. 



In English this week, we have 
taken part in a ‘real’ debate. 
The imaginary proposal put 
before us was… ‘Should a 
Sports Centre be built on the 
school field?’ Mrs C played 
the role of a Torbay Planning 

Officer and we became the interested 
parties. E.g. SMC pupils and parents, local 
residents, builders, unemployed people etc. We then voiced our opinions 
about the proposal and backed them up with evidence to support our 
views. The end of the week saw us ‘writing to’ Torbay Planning                    
Department so that they could consider whether planning permission 
should be granted or not. 
  
In maths, we have just started a really short 
teaching unit on measuring and drawing              
angles. Some of us were able to use a                     
protractor pretty quickly but we will need 
more practise to make sure that our                  
measuring and drawing is really accurate as 
we are only allowed to be one degree out! 
  
We have loved working on our double page 
spreads for our Caring for our Common Home Learning Experience. We 
are taking a lot of care to present our new learning in a colourful,                 
informative and creative way. This week, we have been concentrating on 
adding information about solar energy. 
  
In RE, we are coming to the end of our work on Pentecost. We ended 
the week by discussing The Fruits of the Holy Spirit and decided which 
one would help us to transform the lives of 
those people around us. 
  

Although the weather 
forecast isn’t great for 
the weekend, we hope 
that you have a restful 

one. 



Not 

many 

spaces 

left!  


