St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary School
Website: http://www.margaret-clitherow-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Email: admin@smcprimary.org
Executive Head Teacher: Miss Cathy Lowry
Telephone: 01803 851647
Dear Parents and Carers,

2nd July 2021

We can not predict the weather from one day to the next at the moment, but we do
know the sun can be pretty strong in our extensive grounds. Please can you therefore
remember to make sure your child has a hat to wear when outside, to shield from the
sun.
Miss Lowry is very excited! On Monday, Mrs McDade and I will be setting off to Barton
Hall for this year’s residential trip with Year 5 and 6 children. Among other things,
there is buggy building, a giant swing, a zip wire, archery and rifle shooting. We will
make sure we take lots of photos!
Miss Lowry is also very proud because, not just once, not twice, but three times this
week ,the school have yet again managed to achieve 100% attendance, with every child in
school. Each time, the whole school have been given a treat by their teacher for being
so awesome. A massive well done to everyone.
You will have received a couple of school messages this week. One was to let you know
that although we will be having a Sports Day for the children on 15th July,
unfortunately we will not be able to invite the parents in to watch. I understand this is
disappointing, however we need to ensure we continue doing what we can to avoid any
COVID infections. We have continued to avoid any cases, but are very aware that this
is not the case in many places close to us. We will however, make sure the children have
an amazing day full of sporting activities to tell you all about.
The second message was a plea from Sanctuary Housing who have written to the school
to say they have received a number of complaints in regards to parents parking in their
residents car park when dropping off or picking up children. Please can we ask you to
not do this and be courteous to our neighbours.
Finally, on Wednesday morning it was my pleasure to cook an English breakfast for our
gorgeous Year 6 who only have three more weeks at our school. They went into their
first lesson with very full tummies. It was well deserved. Our lovely Clare Vaz also took
the opportunity to present them with leavers hoodies which I know many of you have
now seen at the school gate. Thank you Clare and ‘Helping Hands of SMC’.
Have a lovely weekend everyone. God bless

Miss Cathy Lowry

Tuesday was the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. Saturn
Class at Priory led us in an Act of Worship. It was lovely
to hear our 5 and 6 year olds reading to both schools so
clearly.
We know lots about St Peter, the
disciple to whom Jesus said,
“You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my
Church.” (Matthew 16: 18)
But you might not know so much about
St Paul.
St Paul travelled to many countries and
drew people from different nations
to become members of the new
Christian Church. He wrote letters
which are now in the Bible and
teach us lots about Jesus.
Maybe St Paul was a sporty person,
because the way he describes
the family of the church is a bit
like a football team!
He said, “Now you are the Body
of Christ and each one of you
is a part of it.”

AWARDS

Starfish: Darcy for her amazing maths work and
being able to explain her understanding
Dolphins: Amelia for her hard work and recent
progress in maths.
Sharks: Toby for his great discussion text.

IMPORTANT DATES
THIS TERM
Open air concert
Friday 2nd July 2021
Meet your teacher afternoon
Friday 2nd July 2021

Witness of the week:
Starfish: Lily for showing kindness towards her
friends.
Dolphins: Millie for noticing when others needed
help and supporting them.
Sharks: Morgana for showing resilience and determination.

Star Reader:
Starfish: Otis for reading at home, persevering
and making good progress.
Dolphins: Amalie for improving her
accelerated reader quiz scores.
Sharks: Charlie B for reading over
5,000,000 words. 5,031,622 to be
exact.

Sharks Residential trip to Barton Hall
5th-7th July 2021
Dolphins trip, rock pooling at
Shoalstone: 9th July 2021
Sports Day: 15th July 2021
Unfortunately we are not able
to invite parents.
Last day of Summer Term:
23 July 2021
First day of Autumn Term:
7th September 2021

Our Year
6’s enjoyed their breakfast
and love their hoodies.

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding at SMC is always a priority. Should you have
any enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated
Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or Deputies:
Mrs Callaghan or Mrs Dudman on 01803 851647

WELFARE
Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please let us know if you would like
her to contact you for ANY support. If your circumstances have changed and
you think your child may be able eligible for free school meals, you can apply
here: https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or contact the school for
support.

ATTENDANCE
Stephanie Musslewhite is our attendance officer. She will liaise with any families
who has a child with below 95% attendance to offer support.

This week in Starfish class we have been
working hard on our writing. We have been
thinking about how we can add information to
our sentences and make them more interesting. We have been looking at our letter formation and making sure that we are using our
tall and fall letters correctly.

Science

Independent writing

In Science we have been thinking about things that
are living, dead or never alive. We have had some
interesting discussions, used our observation skills
and sorted objects into different categories.

DEAR time

It has been great this week to see the children
really engaged in their reading. We are loving
DEAR time (drop everything and read) and the
children have been so keen to bring in books
from home to share with their friends. Keep
reading Starfish class!

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard

Graffiti maths fractions with megablock, counters and lego.

sunshine on the day of our visit.

There has been great
excitement this week
in Dolphin Class as
we found out about
our upcoming school
trip. It is going to be a
great way to put our
science learning into
practice as this week. We
have been learning about
how to classify living
things and animals in
particular looking at
vertebrates and
invertebrates; fingers
crossed for some

We have started writing our own innovations of our new class story in
English. We are writing a fiction story that is based around a child’s
experience during lockdown. We found that we
could relate to the experiences they talk about History timeline of Brixham
and it did make us giggle at times (or groan)
especially about the Joe Wick’s workouts!
In maths we are bringing our fraction learning
to a close. The children have made such
fabulous progress and they should all be very
proud of themselves. We will be moving on to
‘time’ next.
Within our learning experience time we have
started a local study all about the history of
Brixham. Through this we have already
discovered lots of interesting and amazing
facts that we didn’t know and we are now inspired to go
and find out more as we become history detectives.
Well done Dolphins on another fabulous week.
Have a wonderful weekend from the Dolphins Team.

What a wonderful week!
On Wednesday, Year 6 had their SATs celebratory breakfast. This involved
having to be in school for 8.15 a.m. which was a little early for some of us
but great preparation for next year when we attend Brixham College as we
will then need to be in school by 8.30 a.m. We had a lovely time eating water
melon alongside bacon, sausages, toast etc. but the highlight was receiving
our Leavers Hoodies. Even better, we are now allowed to wear them in
school for the rest of the term. Mrs C received one too and we think that they
are totally awesome.
In maths, we have been investigating perimeter and brushing up on our
measuring and Year 5 have also
been completing their Summer Term
assessments. In English, we have
nearly completed our discussion text
and we are about to publish our writing for the Proud Author’s Wall.
In science, we have been classifying
living things using a Branching Database. Sorting species into groups
based on their similarities helps people to know which living thing is being talked about. Scientists can then
be sure that they are investigating
the same species. You have to remember to ask specific scientific questions
though and include appropriate vocabulary.
Today, not only did we have a music concert but Year 5 got some time with
their new teachers for next year. Because of the restrictions, the new Sharks
Class couldn’t all be together but we had a taste of what September 2021
will look like, which was great.
There is great excitement for next
week as some of us are going on
The Residential trip. Although some
Sharks are remaining in school, we
are all looking forward to a slightly
different few days, wherever we
are.
We hope that you have a great
weekend and keep safe.

Go wild for reading with the
Summer Reading Challenge!
Visit your local library this summer to take part in the Wild
World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge. This year The
Reading Agency has partnered with WWF to create an exciting
challenge which will inspire children to take action for nature
and the environment. Join the Wild World Heroes for an
exciting adventure in the fictional town of ‘Wilderville’.
Through reading books, collecting rewards and learning all
about our planet, Challenge participants will help the Heroes
make Wilderville a greener place to live. With stickers to
collect and plenty of brilliant books to enjoy, the Challenge is
the perfect summer activity to build young readers’ skills and
confidence during the long break from school. Children who
manage to read 6 or more books will earn a special medal and
certificate.
Wild World Heroes launches on Saturday 10th July and runs
until Friday 10th September 2021. You can find out more here
Devon Libraries or here Torbay Libraries

