
Welcome to our newsletter for 
the month of:



Head Teacher’s update
Welcome to our first SMC newsletter of 2021-2022.  We hope you like the new monthly format.  Any feedback is welcome. 

A big welcome to Mrs Leanne Edge and Mrs Hannah Maskell, teaching our Sharks class.  Also welcome to Mrs Rebecca Dorricott and Miss Vicki Thompson, who have 
joined our team.   

We are also delighted to welcome Mr W from Kinetic Sports.  Mr W is with us from lunchtime on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  SMC are using their Sports 
funding to to offer lots of different sporting activities across the year.  We will keep you posted, but it was great to see so many children zorbing, hoverboarding  and 
taking part in gymnastics at after school clubs.     Kinetic Sports will be carrying out another holiday club in the October half term.  More details later.

Thank you to all those families that have remained vigilant about COVID 19 and abided by the rules.  Please do remember that even if your child has a positive result, 
you still need to following the school attendance policy, contacting every day before 9:30am.  If you feel your child is well enough, then the school will continue to 
provide learning to ensure they do not fall behind.  Unfortunately I managed to contract the virus myself the end of this month, but have recovered quickly and thank 
goodness I have had my vaccines.   

We have been informed that families entitled to free school meals will be getting vouchers again, at half term. 

Mrs Bowles was thrilled to see so many parents join her for parent workshops on Accelerated Reader.  There is a real buzz around reading at our school.  If you 
missed it, or would like to know more, please just ask your child’s class teacher. 

Please do remember to both park and drive safely by the school.  Sometimes our children are not aware of the dangers and we need parents to watch out for them.  

God bless to you all. 



The Catholic Life of St Margaret 
Clitherow
It has been so lovely to 
have our children able 
to join together in the 
hall to carry out Acts 
of Worship.  Each class 
is on a rota and this 
month will have seen all 
our children helping 
their class to lead.  
Hopefully we will soon 
be able to invite you 
in.  

It was also great to 
welcome Father Sunny 
back into our school.  
He is off to visit his 
family in India for a 
bit now, but has 
promised he will be back 
to see us again soon. 

Prayer
The start of the school year is always a busy time for all the 

family. Why not take some time, as a household, to pause and 

‘tune in’ to God.

Our top tips:

· Sit down together. Light a candle if you want to. Play some 
gentle music if that’s your thing.

· Make the Sign of the Cross together and invite Jesus to open 
your ears so you can hear His guiding voice.

· Take a few moments of quiet, to listen and be still.

· Invite Jesus to open your mouth.

· Finish with the Sign of the Cross and then share how it felt to 
‘tune in’ to God. (Peaceful? Calming? Empowering?)

· If you like it, why not make it a regular family practise



Parent/Carer consultations evenings

Appointments for Starfish children (Reception and Year 1) can be made on Tuesday 5th

October between 3:30pm and 6:30pm.

Appointments for Dolphin children (Year 2, 3 and 4) can be made on Wednesday 6th, or
Thursday 7th October between 3:30 and 6:30pm.

Appointments for Shark children (Year 5 and 6) can be made on Monday 4th October
between 3:30 and 6:30pm, or Tuesday 5th October between 1:15 and 4pm.

Wednesday 20th October: Sharks Victorian Day

Friday 22nd October: CAFOD workshops

25th-29th October: Autumn Half Term

Monday 1st November: Non Pupil Day

Monday 15th November: Reverend Nathan Kiyaga’s Act of Worship



September Awards
10.9.21 17.9.21 24.9.21

Starfish Witness of the week
Bethany for being kind and caring towards 

the new reception children.

Chloe for encouraging new friends to join in with 

her games.

Tayshia for thinking of others and having a super 

week at school.

Awesome Achiever
Albie for coming back to school with a 

mature and ready attitude.

Carter for settling into school so well and always 

trying his best.

Bella for her fantastic Power Maths work.

Star reader
Jasper for super sounding out and using 

his special friends.

Aurora for reading everyday at home. Millie for super sounding out during phonics and 

using her special friends to help her.

Dolphins Witness of the week Kydon for showing consideration and 

kindness towards others.

Demi for showing kindness and putting others 

needs ahead of her own.

Reece for showing kindness and consideration to 

others.

Awesome Achiever Darcy for her resilience and hard work in 

every area of her learning this week.

Otis for his excellent attitude to all his learning and 

sequencing events in history this week.

Lyla for her outstanding attitude to her learning and 

determination when writing.

Star reader Lily for getting 100% in her first 

Accelerated Reader Quiz.

Adam for getting 100% in all his Accelerated 

Reader Quizzes so far!

Piper for her outstanding dedication to reading at 

home and at school.

Sharks Witness of the week James- for showing kindness and 

compassion when his friends are struggling 

and rushing to their side to help.

Jake- for having utmost respect at all times. James for his determination, perseverance and 

resilience in his learning and modelling our Gospel 

Values as a peaceful member of the class.

Awesome Achiever Ishaan - for showing perseverance and 

resilience in completing the 3 Peaks 

Challenge.

Lexi- Mae for an excellent piece of english and 

reading and Sophie for impressing Mrs Edge in her 

R.E responses.

Nevaeh for producing an excellent standard in her 

writing.

Star reader Beatrice for continuing to make progress 

with her reading over the summer and 

oozing enthusiasm on return to school with 

her reading.

Tyler for his enthusiasm for reading and achieving 

100% on his quiz.

Rocana for being an excellent reader in the class 

assembly yesterday.



Starfish 
I really can't believe that we are already in our fourth
week of school, where does the time go? In Starfish

class it has been so lovely to welcome all our new
Reception children. They have settled well and are

already learning the routines and structures of school

life. The Year 1 children have grown up so much over the

summer holidays and it is wonderful to see them

supporting and encouraging the younger ones. We have

been enjoying all aspects of our learning and the Year 1
children have particularly enjoyed having their ‘grown

up’ Year 1 Power Maths books. This week we were doing

Maths when Father Sunny popped in to see us. It was so

lovely to see him as it has been such a long time due to

Covid. Keep working hard and supporting each other

Starfish!

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard



Dolphins
It was been truly wonderful to welcome back all our children to Dolphin Class. 

We have had an amazing first few weeks and have packed in lots of learning 

already! From fun team building games in our first week back, to exploring 

what it takes to keep our bodies healthy and how our hearts work to place 

value in maths and writing instruction based texts in English, to going back in 

time to study the Stone Age to reflecting on our homes and how we can 

respect and love one another in RE, plus much more!  All the children have 

impressed us with their positive attitude to their learning, their compassion 

towards each other and their resilience.  Keep up that great work Dolphins!  

Mrs Bowles and Miss Sims



Sharks

Our first month back has seen a great deal of excitement in Sharks Class. The children have particularly 
enjoyed being able to work in table groups again with collaborative work between the Year 5s and 6s being a 
focus. They have also loved being back in the hall with the other classes for lunch and are looking forward 
to taking up their new roles in helping others around the school. 

In Maths we have been learning about place value, working with numbers up to 10 million. In English the 
children have amazed me with their wonderful recounts and have been beginning to write using pens rather than 
pencils. Our topic of Railways has been great fun and we can’t wait for it to culminate in a Victorian Day 
next month.

The adults in the class have been particularly impressed with the children’s attitudes towards taking part in 
our first class assembly last week and also with their thoughtful speeches for our class School Parliament 
election.

Well done Sharks, we know you are going to be fantastic ambassadors for our school this year.

Mrs Edge, Mrs Maskell, Mrs Cartledge, Miss Dorricott and Miss Thompson



Sharks 

In science, the children have begun to learn about electricity. We 

had good fun thinking about how the parts of a circuit fit together 

so that a lightbulb would light up. We quickly discovered that a 

battery is a crucial element!

We have been thinking about how inventions 

have changed over time and how electricity 

has changed how they are used. The children 

were particularly fascinated to see how the 

telephone has developed and how old Mrs 

Maskell must be because she had one of 

those ‘old brick’ phones!



A massive well done to Ishaan (Y5) who in the summer holidays 
climbed Scafell Pike- 989 metres on the 22nd August and Ben 
Nevis - 1352 metres on the 26th August (with his family). A 
total distance climbed within the week was 2341 metres. Last 
year August’20, Ishaan climbed Mt Snowdon 1085 metres.

We are so proud of his achievements and endurance as a 9 yr old 
and the youngest in his  family to have climbed all 3 of the 
highest peaks in UK.

These are just few of Ishaan’s picture at summit.

Mrs Cartledge continues to wow us 

with her open water ocean swims, 

having completed the Looe Island 

Swim of 1.5km and 2.33km around St 

Michael’s Mount.  

She has managed to raise £400 for 

the Chestnut appeal (men’s health).



School Parliament

It is going to be great to get 
started with our new Pupil Parliament 
team this year.  We have been 
thoroughly impressed with the quality 
of applications.  All 
Parliamentarians have gained their 
seat after being voted in by their 
peers, so they needed to be 
persuasive and clear how they will 
succeed in the role.  We can’t wait 
to see what they can achieve. Well 
done to Sophie, Jadan, Bonnie, Millie 
and Henry.



Head Boy and Head Girl
It is with great pleasure that we can 

announce that this year’s head boy 

and girl are Jake and Ella.  It was a 

hard decision to make for staff this 

year, with so many worthy candidates.  

Ella and Jake are both excellent role 

models, that we know will fulfill the 

role extremely well.  Congratulations 

to them both. 



Each month we will share some books that 
we think your children might enjoy.





Safeguarding at SMC is always  a  priority. Should 
you have any enquiries or concerns, please contact 
our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: 
Miss Lowry, or  Deputies:  Mrs Maskell or Mrs 

Dudman on 01803  851647

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St Margaret Clitherow we use CPOMs as our system for 

recording information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information.  As a parent you are entitled to see this 

information and may request to do so.

Further information about the programme can be found 

here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE

Natalie Black  is our attendance officer.  She will liaise 

with any families who have a child with below 95% 

attendance to offer support.

WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 

Please let us know if you would like her to contact 

you for ANY support. If your circumstances have 

changed and you think your child may be able 

eligible for free school meals, you can apply here: 

https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or 

contact the school for support.

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

