
Welcome to our newsletter for 
the month of:



Head Teacher’s update
We have reached the end of another busy month, the month to remember.  And 
what a lot we have managed to fit in.  We have had workshops from CAFOD, 
helping our understanding of Catholic Social Teaching; a virtual Act of Worship 
with Fr Nathan and pupils from St Cuthbert Mayne;  a Victorian day; Swimming; 
Fancy Dress Friday for Children in Need; the SSSH project - the Stolen Seagull 
Scavenger Hunt; scooter hockey clubs and so much more.    

We are now about to embark on an important season in the churches year, the 
season of Advent.  Staff have been busily thinking about what to put in place to 
ensure we are both Covid aware and ensure lots of fun for our children.  There are 
lots of plans, so please keep a note of the dates to remember and look out for 
further notices.  

It is definitely getting colder and we ask that all parents make sure children have a 
coat with them in school.   Should your child bring gloves, or hats in with them, 
please label them so that we can ensure they do not get lost.   It is amazing how 
many single gloves we often find ourselves with.

Finally, just to reassure you, whilst Mrs Maskell, or I may not be on site every day, 
we are always contactable.  Generally, one of us is at SMC, however, should you 
wish to speak to one of us, please just let the office know and we will contact you 
as soon as we are able, which is usually the same day. 

God Bless to you all.  

Cathy Lowry



The Catholic Life of  SMC
This year the season of Advent starts on Sunday 28th November 

and finishes on December 24th It is the period leading up to Christmas  and

means ‘coming’. It is a time of preparation for the celebration of the birth of 

Jesus. The four traditional advent themes for the four advent Sundays are:

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Every candle has a specific meaning related to the birth of Christ.

The first purple candle is sometimes called the Prophecy Candle as it symbolizes hope and God’s

forgiveness toward man. It symbolizes the expectation of the birth/the arrival of the Messiah.

The second purple candle, or Bethlehem Candle symbolizes faith and reminds us about the experience of Mary and 

Joseph in the city of Jerusalem.

In the third week we light the rose candle which represents Gaudete Sunday and the joy that the birth of Christ 

brought to the world. Sometimes this is referred to as the Shepherd’s Candle.

The last purple candle can be referred to as the Angel’s Candle and represents the peace and 

justice that the angels and Christ bring to this world. It can also represent purity. The white 

candle, the Christ Candle, is lit on Christmas Eve and represents Christ. Traditionally the 

Christ Candle can be lit every night until the Feast of the Epiphany, which is twelve days from 

Christmas. In Lent the colour purple symbolizes penitence or regret but in Advent the purple 

focuses more on our desire to prepare ourselves to be ready to receive the Christ again into 

our lives.



Our staff and children have been making sure they contribute their voice to Pope Francis’ synod.  We are being 
called to guide the future of the Catholic church in the Diocese of Plymouth by expressing our thoughts, feelings 
and opinions. They want to know what we think.  The Catholic community across the world are spending a year in 
prayer, asking for guidance and support from God in the hope that the Holy Spirit will inspire the people to speak 
up, creating a church that is ready to meet the demands and challenges of today. The Synod process has now moved 
on to a period of ‘listening’. At Priory and St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary Schools we have listened to the 
aims and objectives of the Synod and by doing this, the Synod will listen to us. 





Tuesdays after school (Kinetic Sports): Scooter Hockey - Dolphins 

Wednesdays after school (Kinetic Sports): World Sports - Starfish

Fridays after school (Kinetic Sports): Scooter Hockey - Sharks

Friday 10th December: Rudolph Run for Rowcroft - please wear your 
Christmas jumpers

Monday 13th December 2pm: Christmas performance (Decisions will 
be made closer to the time if this will be virtual, or with a live audience)

Wednesday 15th December 9:15am: Sharks led carol concert 
(Decisions will be made closer to the time if this will be virtual, or with a 
live audience)

Christmas Dinner

Thursday 16th December: Christmas Treat afternoon (Party for 
Starfish) 

Friday 17th December 11am:  Crib Service 

March 1st-4th: Year 5 & 6 residential at Heatree House

Thursday 3rd March 2022: Starfish trip to Occombe Farm

Friday 27th May: Additional holiday to celebrate the queen’s birthday.

IMPORTANT DATES 

THIS TERM

ADVENT    

(Begins 28 November)

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming 

of Jesus when he was born but we also think of 

his promise that he would come again at the end 

of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It is 

only in the last week of Advent that we focus 

upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary (8 December)

This feast marks the first stage of the existence 

of Mary, the mother of Jesus.

She was ‘full of grace’ from the very beginning 

and co-operated with God throughout her life.



Please don’t forget to join us on 

Friday 10th December from 2pm. 

The PTA will be selling teas, coffees and 

Christmas goodies in a COVID friendly 

manner. 

We hope you can join us for this festive treat! 



Covid 19
Whilst we are still managing to avoid an outbreak, there have been a small number of  positive cases.  In order to 

limit any spread we are therefore increasing our vigilance and reimplementing some bubbling. Please do remain 

vigilant yourselves and if  in any doubt go for a PCR.   



Witness of  the week

These children have been identified as star pupils because of  the way they have conducted 

themselves at school, living out our school values and developing their virtues.  

October Witness of the 

week

5.11.21 12.11.21 19.11.21 26.11.21

Starfish 
Millie for always thinking of 

others and being helpful 

and kind. 

Albie for being thoughtful and 

kind towards others. 

Carter for always using 

his manners and being 

polite. 

Danky for being caring and 

kind towards others, 

especially when a friend was 

hurt. 

Dolphins
Lily for her support and 

encouragement of others in 

class.

Laycie-Rae for being an 

amazingly empathetic, 

understanding and 

considerate member of 

Dolphins class.

Henry for his 

understanding and 

honesty this week.

Ollie for supporting and 

encouraging others on the 

playground.

Sharks
Amelia for always striving 

for peace amongst her 

friends and helping 

whenever she can.

Freya D for always looking 

out for her friends when they 

are sad.

Reuben, for taking 

responsibility and 

showing empathy. 

Ella for looking out for ways 

to show kindness and model 

justice at all times.



Awesome Achievers

These children have been identified for going above and beyond to achieve their goals, 

wowing us on the way.  

October Awesome 

Achievers

5.11.21 12.11.21 19.11.21 26.11.21

Starfish 
Albie for super sounding out 

during phonics and using his 

‘special friends’ to help him. 

Bethany for reading 

regularly at home and 

making progress.   

Tayshia for great 

phonics work and 

reading at home. 

Alice for great 

perseverance with her 

writing and really 

improving her stamina. 

Dolphins
Demi for her fantastic focus 

and learning in maths this 

week.

Reece for outstanding 

maths learning, both 

written and mental 

maths calculations.

Adam for his 

independence and 

fantastic focus in his 

writing.

Alannah for excellent 

progress in her maths 

and column subtraction 

calculations this week.

Sharks
Jadan for being incredibly 

articulate in his 

understanding of vocabulary 

in English lessons. 

Hannah for some 

exceptional homework 

on electricity!

Lexie for giving all of 

her learning 100%

Charlie for finding his 

sparkle and completing 

a fantastic piece of 

writing. 



Star Readers

These children have been identified for outstanding work on their reading.  All at St Margaret 

Clitherow recognise how important reading is.  

October Star Readers 5.11.21 12.11.21 19.11.21 26.11.21

Starfish 
Aurora for her amazing 

independent writing within 

the provision. 

Chloe for working really hard and 

trying her best in all subjects, 

particularly in maths this week. 

Bella for great work during 

RE. 

Faith for working really hard 

on her blending during 

phonics and her reading.

Dolphins  
Darcy for her reading at 

home and at school and 

already achieving 20% of 

her Accelerated Reader 

target.

Alfie W for his new found passion 

for reading and reaching his AR 

points target in just 2 weeks.

Millie for dedication to her reading 

both in and out of school and 

reaching her AR points target 

twice over in just 2 weeks.

Lennie for his amazing 

progress and his 

dedication to his reading.

Lacie for reaching double her 

Accelerated Reader points 

target.

Sharks
Rocana. She has been 

incredibly focused and 

engrossed in her book!

Charlie for his relentless drive to 

increase his word count.

Ann- for persevering with 

a difficult book.

Reuben for oozing 

enthusiasm for his reading, 



PE participation award

This is a new award whereby we want to acknowledge those children that have been star 

pupils in physical education.  

October PE 

participator

5.11.21 12.11.21 19.11.21 26.11.21

Starfish 
Charlotte for great 
listening and 
perseverance. 

Alice for good participation 
and listening well to 
instructions. 

Tayshia for working hard in 
PE and showing a positive 
attitude towards the lesson.

Millie for performing the 
star jump correctly.

Dolphins
Otis for giving 100% and 
great enthusiasm. 

Matilda for excellent shapes 
and balances with control 
and tension in gymnastics.

Darcy for working well in PE 
and showing a positive 
attitude towards the lesson.

Alfie W for always trying his 
best in every lesson.

Sharks
Amelia for determination 
and perseverance. 

Jadan for great listing skills 
and outstanding work in PE.

James for working well in PE 
and showing a positive 
attitude toward the lesson.

Ellie-May for working her 
hardest to perform a jump 
perfectly.



Starfish
Well, what a busy half term it has been so far. We have had a great
time looking at the Traditional story of Goldilocks and the Three
bears. We did some porridge tasting and tried lots of different
toppings, many of us had seconds! The children have written
letters from Goldilocks and thought very carefully about the
setting of the story.
We have enjoyed exploring pumpkins and engaging with the
provision. The year 1 children have been looking at addition and
subtraction and the reception children at number and shape.
During Geography, we have looked at our local area and have been
amazed when looking at Google maps, we could see our houses!
We are looking forward to the run up to Christmas and
the Advent calendar is ready!

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard 



Dolphins
Since our last newsletter update Dolphin class have been busy 
continuing our science learning about rocks, soils and fossils. We 
enjoyed using our scientific skills to test and examine the different 
physical properties of our rock samples to help us identify them 
exactly.  We then discovered how fossils were made and re-created 
our own using salt dough, we were amazed at how effective they 
look!  

Within maths we have been progressing our addition and subtraction 
skills, improving on both our mental and written methods of 
calculation, whilst continuing to practise our place value and times 
tables skills in our Big Maths Beat That weekly challenge. 

In RE we started our next topic on Baptism by thinking about the 
clubs we belong to and the various promises we make and the 
symbols there are; we then linked to this to the sacraments and 
reflected on the promises made and the symbols of Baptism. 

Having completed our learning about the Stone Age we have now 
started our Geography learning, starting with looking at the cities, 
counties and countries of the United Kingdom. Moving on shortly to 
looking at both the physical and human features of our coastline and 
rivers.  Well done Dolphins for another fabulous month of learning.

Mrs Bowles and Miss Sims



Sharks

It certainly has been an incredibly busy half term so far for Sharks Class. 
Swimming has been a hit and the children have challenged themselves to swim 
a little further and harder each week. 

We were lucky to have local MP Anthony Mangnall visit the class. The children 
had some very sensible questions and he was impressed with the level of 
thought that the children put into their questions. We did feel that in the future, 
we might we have some budding politicians amongst us. 

We have begun our new unit of learning in science- Inheritance and Evolution. 

The children have explored the difference between variations between us all 

that are inherited or those that are environmental.



Eco-Committee

Thanks to the COVID19 restrictions slowly 

being lifted, I have been able to start up my 

Eco-Committee again.  I have a new group 

of 8 eco-committee members who are all 

passionate about making a difference to our 

school and our local environment. To start 

with we are going to pick up again our 

previous work towards becoming an eco-

school and the children are going to get 

involved with my work as a recycling hub for 

Brixham. 

Watch this space for more exciting 

developments coming soon! 

Mrs Bowles

LEGO Robotics Club
This half term children in Sharks class have been invited to join my LEGO 

robotics club. We are meeting every Thursday, after school, to identify and 

solve real-world problems using the LEGO WeDo robotic kit. 

As well as starting on the longer term project, over the last few weeks we 

have been exploring the WeDo robotic kit which uses computer coding to 

control motors, sensors and lights built into our LEGO structures. So far 

we have been able to make a snail with lights that flashed, a windmill that 

we could control both the direction and speed of the windmill blades and a 

robot that sounded an alarm when it detected movement, all controlled 

through computer programming on an ipad. Such fun!  

Mrs Bowles



This month we recommend



Helping Hands of  SMC are again doing 

their awesome Christmas Hampers.  All 

details are on their facebook page.  

Donations are still being accepted and 

Clare Vaz will be at the school regularly 

selling raffle tickets at pick up time. Make 

sure you bring your purse as the prizes are 

well worth it!  



Here is some information about dealing with some of the normal winter problems that all 

parents of primary children can face. 

As we move into the winter months your child is quite likely to experience coughs and 

sniffles maybe a bout of diarrhoea and vomiting (D&V) and asthma/ eczema can also be 

worse at this time of the year. 

We continue to encourage children to wash their hands regularly and to use hand 

sanitiser, each class has a “snuffle station” stocked with tissues, hand gel etc. 

Please do check that your child’s inhaler (or epipen) is clean, working and in date. If your 

child needs to apply cream to eczema then this can be arranged to be overseen by the 

school. 

At this time of year there are also a couple of common parasites which can affect our 

children: Nits (head lice) and threadworms are a common childhood issue during primary 

school, especially with younger children who tend to naturally spend a lot of time close to 

one another. 

Please try not to worry, it can happen to anyone and there is no need to keep your child off 

school and there is no stigma attached to such childhood ailments. 

There are simple steps that you can take to deal with nits and threadworms, and I have 

added links for you to follow if you would like to find out more. 

Most importantly, clip nails and check that they are clean and tie back or plait longer hair. 

Don’t hesitate to speak to either your child’s teacher or another staff member if you have 

any worries or concerns, we are always here to help. It is a good idea to just give the 

school a heads up if your child has either nits or threadworms so that we can send out a 

reminder to other families to keep an eye out. Please be assured that we will always deal 

with any such issues with sensitivity and tact. We are always here to help. 

Useful links: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

video about wet combing for head lice. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/ (Easily treatable –

see the chemist) 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.chc.org/for-parents/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/


Safeguarding at SMC is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead 
for Child Protection: Miss Lowry, or  Deputies:  Mrs Maskell or 

Mrs Dudman on 01803  851647

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At SMC we use CPOMs as our system for recording 

information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information.  As a parent you are entitled to see this 

information and may request to do so.

Further information about the programme can be found 

here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE

Natalie Black  is our attendance officer.  She will liaise 

with any families who have a child with below 95% 

attendance to offer support.

WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 

Please let us know if you would like her to contact 

you for ANY support. If your circumstances have 

changed and you think your child may be able 

eligible for free school meals, you can apply here: 

https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or 

contact the school for support.

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

