
Welcome to our newsletter 
for the month of: January

Telephone: 01803 851647

Executive Head Teacher: Mrs H Maskell



Head Teacher’s update
So much has happened already during my first few weeks as Headteacher at SMC. I am 
so proud of the hard work and commitment of our staff in providing care for the children 
in what has been a challenging time with staff illness. 

We have begun to make links with our communities on a larger scale and the feedback 
from our Pupil Parliament has been incredibly positive when talking about the learning 
that is happening. The whole school particularly seem to be enjoying their history 
learning at the moment. 

Fingers crossed for a happy and healthy February.

Have a lovely weekend and thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Hannah Maskell



Tuesdays after school (Kinetic Sports): Tag 
Rugby, Dolphin Class 

Wednesdays after school (Kinetic Sports): 
Dodgeball, Starfish

Fridays after school (Kinetic Sports): 
Basketball, Sharks

March 1st-4th: Year 5 & 6 residential at 
Heatree House

https://www.heatree.org/activities/outdoor-
education-activity-centre-devon/

Friday 27th May: Additional holiday to 
celebrate the queen’s birthday.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM

Dear Jesus, Word of God, Thank you that you care 

about all my hopes and dreams for this year. Help me 

to pray and listen to you. Help me to trust you. Help 

me to follow you. Show me the way to God the Father 

and new life with you. Amen

https://www.heatree.org/activities/outdoor-education-activity-centre-devon/




Witness of the week

These children have been identified as star pupils because of the way they have 

conducted themselves at school, living out our school values.  

December Witness of the week 14.1.22 21.1.22

Starfish 
Aurora for being a lovely friend and kind 

towards others. 

Jasper for being a kind and 

caring friend. 

Dolphins
Matilda for her support and 

consideration of others.

Lennie for his integrity and 

always thinking of others.

Sharks
Anne for her kindness towards others Amelia for always being helpful and 

supportive towards her classmates. 

Well done!



Awesome Achievers

These children have been identified for going above and beyond to achieve their 

goals, wowing us on the way.  

December Awesome Achievers 14.1.22 21.1.22

Starfish 
Millie for her great focus 

and engagement during 

Geography. 

Albie for his amazing attitude 

towards his learning. 

Dolphins
Harriet for her outstanding 

attitude to her learning in all 

subjects.

Millie for her fabulous 

performance of poetry with 

intonation and flow.

Sharks
All Sharks for an excellent 

attitude to their learning this 

week.

Mia Rose Saunders for her 

outstanding attitude towards 

her learning in all subjects and 

making excellent progress. Well 

done!



Star Readers

These children have been identified for outstanding work on their reading.  All at 

St Margaret Clitherow recognise how important reading is.  

December Star Readers 14.1.22 21.1.22

Starfish Jago for his fantastic work in 

phonics. 

Chloe for fantastic reading and 

making great progress. 

Dolphins Demi for her fabulous reading 

and great inference skills.

Darcy for dedication to reading 

and achieving her points target in 

Accelerated Reader.

Sharks
James for his enthusiasm 

towards his reading 

Tyler for his super attitude towards 

his reading. Well done!



PE participation award

These children have been star pupils in physical education.  

December PE participator 14.1.22 21.1.22

Starfish 
Carter for outstanding behaviour and 

trying his best in the lesson.
Millie for always having a big 

smile on her face when doing 

her best in dance.

Dolphins
Laycie-Rae for always trying her 

best in the PE lesson with a big 

smile on her face.

Demi for giving it her all and 

trying her best in dance.

Sharks Casey for trying his best in the PE 

lesson.

Jake for trying his best in the PE 

lesson.



Starfish 

How can we possibly be nearing the end of January already? What a busy few weeks we have
had. Starfish class have started the Spring term with a real enthusiasm and positive attitude
towards their learning.
We are really enjoying looking at the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. We have hunted
for bears in the school grounds, luckily none were found! We have looked at the sequence of
the story and acted it out. We have been looking at the characters, descriptive language and
contractions.
In maths our focus is addition within 20 and we have been adding by counting on, finding
number bonds and adding by making 10.
In science we have been learning about the seasons and how the weather changes during the
seasons. We are enjoying looking at our knowledge organisers and sharing these with our
grown ups at home. Our new history topic is explorers and we are learning about what makes
someone a significant person from the past.
The reception children have been enjoying the continuous provision and have had fun acting
out the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. The oozy mud has been popular!
Remember to keep reading at home with your child, the more they practice, the more
confident they will become.

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Collard  



Dolphins

We have had a fabulous return to school following the Christmas break, with everyone keen to get started on 
our learning.  In PE we have progressed on to exploring dance and in maths started learning about 
multiplication and division, whilst still practising our other core maths skills.

Within science we have now completed our learning on electricity: building circuits to light bulbs; including 
switches into our circuits; investigating different materials to determine if they are insulators or conductors of 
electricity and discovering how batteries work. Everyone enjoyed experimenting with the electrical equipment 
investigating what would happen if we added extra cells or bulbs, or changed the wiring employing our working 
scientifically skills - well done Dolphins!  

In English we have started exploring poetry, enjoying performing poems with intonation and flow and starting 
to create our own poems with repetition, alliteration, similes and metaphors. To celebrate Epiphany we learnt 
what the word Epiphany means and how this linked to the Wise Men visiting Jesus, we then shared our 
Epiphany cake to see who would be our ‘king’ for the day!

Well done Dolphins for a fabulous first month back.

Mrs Bowles and Miss Sims 



Sharks

We started the term with a Science Day, learning about evolution and inheritance. The children worked 
hard to research famous scientists, such as Darwin, and produce and share their presentations with the 
class. A highlight of the day was closely examining fossils, including sketching and identifying them. 

The children in Sharks have embraced the changes in routine in class with enthusiasm and maturity this 
term. Mrs Dudman is now in class on Thursdays and Fridays and the children are particularly excited 
about our History topic of The Mayans which they will be learning about with her. We have also started 
French and Music lessons with Mrs Sandeman on a Tuesday afternoon. 

English has been a great source of creativity for the class. We have been working on a story called ‘The 
Game’ which has produced some wonderful descriptive work for the children - I can’t wait to see how the 
children’s individual stories turn out. In Maths we continue to work hard on adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and dividing fractions with perseverance starting to pay off in the subject. Sharks,I am so 
proud of all of you for trying your best with this subject. 

Our RE topic of Mission is being enjoyed by us all at the moment. We have been researching charities 
and deciding which to support as a class this term. Moving forward with the topic we will be finding out 
about the work of the Bishop within our Diocese. If you volunteer for a local charity we would love to ask 
you all about it!

Mrs Edge, Mrs Dudman and the Sharks term



This month we recommend



Safeguarding at SMC is always  a  priority. Should you have any 
enquiries or concerns, please contact our Designated Senior Lead 

for Child Protection: Mrs Maskell, or  Deputy:  Mrs Dudman on 

01803  851647

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Margaret Clitherow we use CPOMs as our system for 

recording information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information.  As a parent you are entitled to see this 

information and may request to do so.

Further information about the programme can be found 

here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.
ATTENDANCE- Natalie Black  is our attendance 

officer.  She will liaise with any families who have a child 

with below 95% attendance to offer support.

WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. 

Please let us know if you would like her to contact 

you for ANY support. If your circumstances have 

changed and you think your child may be able 

eligible for free school meals, you can apply here: 

https://forms.torbay.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or 

contact the school for support.

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

