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Dear Dolphin Class parents and carers, 
 
A very warm welcome back after the summer holiday, I hope you managed to enjoy some 
family time together with all the wonderful sunshine we’ve had this summer. I have the pleasure 
of teaching your children again this year and I am most excited to welcome them back and help 
them to settle into school life and learning again.   
 
Here is a little information about Dolphin Class that hopefully will help, much of it is the same as 
last year, but as always please do ask if there is anything I may not have covered that you are 
unsure about. 
 
The children will need to bring in a clearly named water bottle to keep in class which they will 
keep on their tables and refill if needed.  Also please ensure they have a raincoat in school and 
a sunhat (to cover all the eventualities of the British weather!). As last year, pencils and other 
stationary supplies will be provided, so they do not need to bring in their own pencil cases. 
 
PE 
Dolphin’s PE lessons will be on a Wednesday and Thursday this year. Please can they bring their 
PE kit into school on these days, and they will then change at school prior to the PE lesson.  The 
uniform policy has not changed, so the children will need plain black or navy shorts, leggings or 
tracksuit bottoms, trainers and plain white t-shirts.  Please also ensure that they have either a 
plain black or navy jumper with them or their school jumper as we will have PE lessons outside 
as much as possible.   
 
Reading 
As last year, during the next few days your child will be assessed and assigned a new 
Accelerated Reader ZPD range or coloured book band; from which they can then choose a 
reading book from the library.  They can bring these books home to read, and please do take 
time to read with them and discuss the books they have chosen, but they must come back into 
school every day for our DEAR (drop everything and read) time.  If you have any questions 
about their reading or Accelerated Reader please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
During our DEAR time they will also be able to, if they are on the Accelerated Reader scheme, 
take the associated quiz linked to their book and may read with an adult 1:1, so it is essential 
they have their book in school.   
 
Spellings 
In the next few weeks, we will be starting our spelling programme. Your children will have 
spellings to practice from these lessons, which they will log in their homework diaries that they 
will need to practise at home. I will also send home these spellings on handwriting paper so 
they can practise their spellings and handwriting at the same time.   
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Homework diaries 
Each child will be given a new homework diary for this year, where I would like them (or the 
adult they have read to) to record any reading they complete at home, whether independently 
or with an adult, logging the title of the book and something about the section they’ve just read.  
They will also add to these diaries their weekly spellings and the results of their spelling tests so 
you can see how they are progressing in class.  So, these must be brought to school every day.  
I will be checking their homework diaries weekly to see how they are getting on with reading at 
home and every half term adding a reading focus with example questions to assist whoever is 
reading with them or for them to use themselves. 
 
Homework 
Further information on homework will be being sent out shortly, but for now please help your 
child with their learning by hearing them and/or encouraging them to read independently, 
practise their spellings and practise their times tables through Times Tables Rock Stars. Your 
support at home really makes a difference to their progress in school and is very much 
appreciated. 
 
 
So, every day the children will need to bring to school in their bag: 
Water bottle 
School reading book 
Homework diary 
Packed lunch if needed 
Raincoat (and sunhat if the weather remains sunny) 
PE kit on a Wednesday and Thursday 
 
As last year, I will be regularly adding updates and photos of the children’s learning to our class 
page on our website so please pop along to have a look. 
 
If you have any queries, then please phone or email the school and I will get back to you. I am 
so excited to teach your children again and am looking forward to another knowledge packed, 
fun filled, successful year together! 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Bowles 


